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Reviewed by Kelly Arney, Dean of Behavioral Sciences, Associate Professor, Grace College on 12/22/23
This textbook covers the main subject areas of criminal law. The introduction to criminal law and the legal system are the first two chapters and lead to a nice introduction to the rest of the textbook. The book develops by explaining the... read more
Comprehensiveness rating: 5 see less
This textbook covers the main subject areas of criminal law. The introduction to criminal law and the legal system are the first two chapters and lead to a nice introduction to the rest of the textbook. The book develops by explaining the constitutional protections and then defenses. In other books, I have seen defenses after crimes against property, the public, and the government. This criminal law textbook starts with defenses and then moves forward with types of offenses. The elements of a crime are divided into criminal elements, intent, and harm. This has more coverage in this section than I have seen in other textbooks. This textbook makes it easy for undergraduate students to fully understand this foundational information. It covers the subject appropriately and effectively in this way.
Content Accuracy rating: 5
No biases or inaccurate information was found. This textbook uses facts and cases that are well documented.
Relevance/Longevity rating: 4
This textbook includes the core criminal law concepts as covered by most criminal law textbooks. The chapters flow in logical order and build on their information in a nice methodical way. The contents are up-to-date for the publication date of 2015. Instructors will need to provide some updated material to supplement this textbook, but the ideas, terms, and chapters are valuable. I am giving this a 4 because it is a 2015 publication and will need updated supplemental materials.
Clarity rating: 5
The textbook is presented clearly. This seems as though it would be easily understood by undergraduate students. The terminology is identified in a clear way and the chapters flow into each other in an organized way. No jargon or confusing terminology was found. This uses legal terminology that is accurate.
Consistency rating: 5
Consistent terminology and framework were used throughout the textbook. It made the build from chapter to chapter easy to follow.
Modularity rating: 5
This textbook is nicely broken down and organized into smaller reading sections. It would be simple for an instructor to reference a specific section or assign a specific section in the book. It is easy to access from different points within the course. It is nicely organized and easy to follow.
Organization/Structure/Flow rating: 5
The organization of this textbook was logical and clear. The chapters seemed to build on each other. It was organized a little differently from previous textbooks but did so in an effective way. In other books, I have seen defenses after crimes against property, the public, and the government. This criminal law textbook starts with defenses and then moves forward with types of offenses. The elements of a crime are divided into criminal elements, intent, and harm. This has more coverage in this section than I have seen in other textbooks. This textbook makes it easy for undergraduate students to fully understand this foundational information. It covers the subject appropriately and effectively in this way.
Interface rating: 5
This textbook was free of any interface issues or navigational issues.
Grammatical Errors rating: 5
I have not identified any grammatical errors.
Cultural Relevance rating: 5
This textbook does effectively raise the complex issues of race and ethnicity in criminal law in a responsible manner. No issues with insensitivity or offensive language that I found.
This was an excellent textbook. It was well-organized and relevant. Keep in mind it is from 2015, so some up-to-date material will be required by the instructor.
Reviewed by DeAris Hoard, Lecturer of Criminal Justice, Eastern New Mexico University on 12/12/21
The text was quite comprehensive and covered the subject matter in a fashion easily understood by undergraduate students. The text is an excellent resource for undergraduate students in introductory-level courses. read more
The text was quite comprehensive and covered the subject matter in a fashion easily understood by undergraduate students. The text is an excellent resource for undergraduate students in introductory-level courses.
The text provided an accurate representation of knowledge regarding the subject matter.
The information provided in the text is mixed/varied. There are newer sources referenced in the text, along with older, yet valuable, sources.
The text is presented clearly and in a manner easily understood by undergraduate students in introductory or cursory courses.
The text is consistent with the learning objectives, table of contents, and supplementary definitions presented.
The text is nicely broken and organized into smaller reading sections.
The organization and flow of the text were both logical and clear.
The text was easy to navigate, and there were no distracting or confusing images or charts.
There we no observed grammatical errors/issues.
There were no observed issues in the text concerning cultural sensitivity.
Reviewed by Robert Henderson, Assistant Professor, University of Alaska Anchorage on 12/29/20, updated 1/10/21
I found this textbook to be an excellent resource for an upper-division, undergraduate course in Criminal Law. Criminal law is a relatively straight-forward topic and this text does a good job of providing a good overview of the topic. The... read more
Comprehensiveness rating: 4 see less
I found this textbook to be an excellent resource for an upper-division, undergraduate course in Criminal Law. Criminal law is a relatively straight-forward topic and this text does a good job of providing a good overview of the topic. The textbook highlights the majority of the significant aspects of criminal law and is written in an easy to understand format. To provide complete overview of the topic, I recommend supplementing the textbook with jurisdiction-specific caselaw, allowing the students to experience factual application of the principles discussed in the textbook. All but one chapter provide the students with an in-depth review of the relevant subtopic. Chapter 12, Crimes Against the Public, was not as developed as earlier chapters. I expanded Chapter 12 into two, separate subparts: Public Order Offenses and Social Order Offenses. I expanded Chapter 12 in an effort to provide a more comprehensive overview of the various crimes included within this range of conduct.
The textbook is generally accurate and error-free. Given that criminal law is jurisdiction-specific, the textbook does a good job of providing various examples of the different principles. This is especially true when augmented with jurisdiction-specific caselaw.
Relevance/Longevity rating: 5
The textbook is up-to-date and addresses all major developments within criminal law.
The textbook works well as the primary textbook for an upper-division, undergraduate textbook. The text is easily understood by undergraduate students.
I found the textbook to be internally consistent and easily supplemented with outside information.
With the exception of the first two chapters, both of which provide general background and fundamental principles surrounding criminal law, the textbook chapters are easily re-arranged to fit different course schedules.
Although I personally re-organized the chapters, it was only due to personal preference. The textbook's modularity allowed this easily adjustment.
Neither I, nor my students, faced any significant interface issues using this textbook. It is accessible and available in different media formats.
I did not find the textbook to be culturally insensitive or offensive.
Overall, I would recommend this textbook to instructors teaching an upper-division, undergraduate course in criminal law. Although the textbook does not have all of the "features" of a commercial textbook (i.e., study guides, test banks), I found the textbook worked well as supplementary materials. This is not a criticism -- given that criminal law is a jurisdictional-specific subject matter, the textbook does a good job of providing students with general, foundational concepts and allows the instructor to easily supplement the course with jurisdiction-relevant information. All but one chapter provide the students with an in-depth review of the relevant subtopic. Chapter 12, Crimes Against the Public, was not as developed as earlier chapters. I expanded Chapter 12 into two, separate subparts: Public Order Offenses and Social Order Offenses. I expanded Chapter 12 in an effort to provide a more comprehensive overview of the various crimes included within this range of conduct.
Reviewed by Robert Rocklin, Pro Tem Faculty, University of Oregon on 6/10/20
The text is generally comprehensive. It covers all the major areas of criminal law, from individual crimes to broader issues such as the role of the United States Constitution in placing limits on criminal punishment. The text has a fairly... read more
The text is generally comprehensive. It covers all the major areas of criminal law, from individual crimes to broader issues such as the role of the United States Constitution in placing limits on criminal punishment. The text has a fairly detailed table of contents, but no index or glossary. The latter omission is surprising, because the text includes many terms that are bolded, which in other texts often suggests that they are defined in a glossary.
Content Accuracy rating: 3
The content appears to be unbiased. There are, however, a number of errors or inaccuracies. As just one example, the first chapter states that the goal of civil litigation is to “compensate the plaintiff for any injuries and to put the plaintiff back in the position that the person held before the injury occurred.” And the discussion and examples that follow all focus on tort litigation and money damages. But civil litigation is much broader than that, encompassing contract disputes, property issues, injunctive relief, and a host of other issues and remedies. Similarly, the text states that the goal of criminal prosecution is to “punish the defendant.” But as the text later explains, there are at least four goals that criminal law seeks to serve. As another example, the text states that, in Gonzales v. Oregon, 546 U.S. 243 (2006), the Court held that the United States Attorney General “cannot criminalize the use of drugs under Oregon’s Death With Dignity Act.” But that case dealt with license revocation, not criminal sanctions. There are many other inaccurate statements throughout the book.
The content is up-to-date. Because criminal law varies from jurisdiction to jurisdiction, it is impossible to be completely up-to-date in the details. But the general principles addressed in the text are descriptive of contemporary criminal law.
Clarity rating: 4
The text is written in a way that should be accessible to most undergraduate students. But there are some exceptions. For example, the text states, “Lawyers primarily use precedent in their arguments, rather than statutes or the Constitution, because it is so specific.” That statement is both inaccurate and confusing. Another example: The text states that judicial opinions “can also contain more than one case law . . . .” That sentence is, at the least, confusing. As for context, although the text generally does a good job of providing relevant context, there are some lapses. For example, the text mentions “double jeopardy” without explaining what it is.
The text is internally consistent in terms of terminology and framework.
The text gets high marks on modularity. The text includes few, if any, long sections; it makes generous use of headings. Occasionally, it is inappropriately self-referential. For example, in section 8.1 “Attempt” the text mentions a concept and then says, “as is discussed in Section 8.1 ‘Attempt’.”
The text is well-organized. Like other criminal law texts, it proceeds from general criminal law principles, to discussion of specific categories of crime, and then to specific crimes.
Interface rating: 3
Generally, the text’s interface works. But there are some broken links to other parts of the text and some broken links to external resources. Although the charts and tables are easy to read, they often inaccurately depict the relationships they are intended to clarify. For example, constitutional provisions are superior to statutory ones, but the figure depicting the relationship shows a circular relationship. Similarly, when summarizing inchoate crimes, the figures start with defenses to the crimes, rather than the affirmative elements of the crimes. In general, many or most of the figures are either inaccurate or confusing.
With a few exceptions, the text is grammatical.
Cultural Relevance rating: 4
The text is not overtly insensitive or offensive. But many or most of the examples—and there are a lot of examples—tend to use stereotypically Anglo names for the characters.
I’m of two minds about this book. It is comprehensive and it includes lots of exercises, examples, learning objectives and “key takeaways.” The discussion of substantive criminal law is mostly accurate and the text is readable. But, as noted, the text includes many inaccurate or misleading statements (especially in the more general discussions) and the figures misrepresent important relationships (for example, depicting both state and federal judiciaries as part of a single judicial branch). Obviously, the price of the book can't be beat. But if one were to use it, I'd recommend including errata or somehow informing students about the deficiencies related above.

Reviewed by Andre Adeli, Lecturer, Metropolitan State University of Denver on 7/24/19
Although it is difficult to be comprehensive in an introductory text, the author's attempts at introducing legal concepts through individual cases in my experience is not a good starting points. read more
Comprehensiveness rating: 3 see less
Although it is difficult to be comprehensive in an introductory text, the author's attempts at introducing legal concepts through individual cases in my experience is not a good starting points.
Content Accuracy rating: 2
On one occasion the year cited on an important case from 1970 was cited as a 2010 case. Other references to well known criminal cases contained inaccuracies.
Relevance/Longevity rating: 3
Relevance and longevity could be improved by including more recent analysis of contemporary cases. 4th Amendment and 8th Amendment issues are already in need of updates.
More than 90% of the content is written in a succinct and clear manner. Moving around within each chapter is somewhat confusing, however.
Consistency rating: 4
Framework is consistent and terminology is accurate but often includes too many civil law references. For students not familiar with civil or criminal law the civil law references may be confusing.
Modularity rating: 4
Great modularity, but not clear how material can be integrated with other source material.
Organization/Structure/Flow rating: 4
The topics were presented in the traditional format for an introductory text.
I encountered a couple of dead links.
I did not notice any grammatical errors.
The textbook raises the complex issues of race and ethnicity in criminal law in a responsible and sensitive manner.
This OER textbook seems to be an excellent start to an interactive textbook on Criminal Law, unfortunately, I am not ready to adopt in its current form. I would need better introductions to the topics, a way to substitute links or insert more recent appellate cases in the discussion or summary sections of the chapters to feel comfortable with this text as a platform for my Criminal Law classes.
Reviewed by Jennifer Dannels, Lead Instructor - Criminal Justice, NTCC on 4/23/19
This book is even more comprehensive than previous textbooks (non-OER) I've used in the past. I especially like how it covers the constitutional issues (freedom of speech, right to "privacy" (birth control, abortion, etc.), ex post facto clause,... read more
This book is even more comprehensive than previous textbooks (non-OER) I've used in the past. I especially like how it covers the constitutional issues (freedom of speech, right to "privacy" (birth control, abortion, etc.), ex post facto clause, due process challenges, etc.) in Chapter 3. I don't recall other textbooks giving this much attention to the U.S. Constitution but it is extremely important. I believe my students are now better able to understand why some statutes are held unconstitutional by the courts. Too often, students (and the public at large) think that the legislature can just pass laws without ever giving thought to the fact that they may be in opposition to what our constitution allows.
Additionally, I had read previous reviews that mentioned the lack of discussion about terrorism in this book. But I think it's covered sufficiently. While terrorism is definitely at the forefront of the news and our minds these days, the truth is that terrorism charges/convictions are still few compared to the other crimes in the U.S. And I think the textbook at least offers a good starting point for a discussion on terrorism -- the instructor can easily find additional material about current day challenges to the PATRIOT Act and current news stories about recent terrorism acts and charges.
I found very few (if any) errors in this textbook. I am a licensed attorney and have been so disappointed in the past with other textbooks with inaccurate information and just a plain misunderstanding of how the law works. It is clear to me that the author of this textbook is an attorney --- which is how it should be. Too often I find that Criminal Law textbooks are written by non-attorneys which makes little to no sense. Sure, non-attorneys can write about Criminal Justice in general and certain specific topics, but I think the matter of law (especially constitutional and criminal law) should be left to those actually trained in the interpretation and practice of the law.
This textbook does a great job of providing relevant and up-to-date court decisions and statutes. It is impossible to write a law textbook that will not need to be updated at some point because the law does change - it's just the nature of the beast. However, this text gives a great overview of the overarching Supreme Court decisions and underlying themes/policies that do not change very often. I also found that it was easy to insert my own state's statutes into my lectures. As a result, the students learned the general principles and majority views from this textbook -- and then I showed them specifically what Louisiana requires. So when it comes to updating my course, I really just need to focus on my state's statutory changes.
My biggest compliment that I have for this textbook is that it is extremely clear and provides excellent real-life examples to demonstrate each concept/element. I wish this textbook had been around back when I was in law school!! It would have been much easier to understand. I love how this textbook breaks every topic into clear and concise sections (with a clear bold heading to boot!) -- and then the author just gets right in, explains the concept, gives an example, and then moves on. No need to use fancy and excessive language when it is simply not needed.
My only real complaint (if you can even call it that) is that some of the examples were a little far-fetched or maybe didn't illustrate a point perfectly, but it was easy enough to come up with my own examples to illustrate the point. And there really were only just a handful of examples that I did not like - the overwhelming majority of them were spot-on. These examples are crucial to put the law into context for students. Without them, it's just a bunch of concepts that the students can't always translate into the real world.
This book was consistent all the way through.
I really liked how the chapters are divided up into reasonable chunks with clear and bold headings. Each section was also relatively small (consisting of usually only a few paragraphs) which made for easy reading and comprehension. I also appreciated how each section of the chapter ended with a summary, hypothetical scenarios, and real court cases that illustrate the points covered in the text. The end-of-the-chapter reviews were also great with additional questions/hypothetical scenarios for the students to ponder and to illustrate how the law translates into real-life cases.
The topics of this text are organized to perfection. I really have no complaints in this area. I followed the textbook in the order as it was written because I saw no reason to change it. The student really must have a good understanding of possible constitutional challenges and the basic elements of all crimes (criminal act, intent, attendant circumstances, etc) before you can really dive into each category of specific crimes.
I did not notice any problems in this area, and heard no complaints from students either.
I did not notice any grammatical errors -- and I greatly appreciated how the case and statutory citations were all correct!! Too often, I see other textbooks get that part wrong which is frustrating. Again, probably because someone other than an attorney/paralegal wrote it - and legal citations are a completely separate beast than other forms of citations. So great job in this area!
I do not recall reading any portions of the texts (including examples) that were insensitive or offensive. I think the author did a very nice job of remaining neutral and culturally appropriate.
This is an overall excellent textbook! I teach this course at a community college and I find that students are easily able to follow along and understand the content. Yet, it is not over-simplistic at all. It covers a large amount of material in an appropriate amount of time/space and gives real-life examples that help students connect the dots between the criminal statute and policies with actual criminal charges/trials/convictions. I will be using this textbook for years to come. A huge shout-out to the author of this fabulous open textbook!
Reviewed by Dave Coffey, Prof/Program Head Administration of Justice, Thomas Nelson Community College on 3/6/19
This is a good Criminal Law text for college undergraduates. The text covers most of the major areas of criminal law. The chapter orders are logically sequenced providing a building block approach for students. Material is presented clearly and... read more
This is a good Criminal Law text for college undergraduates. The text covers most of the major areas of criminal law. The chapter orders are logically sequenced providing a building block approach for students. Material is presented clearly and concisely making it easy for students to understand. “End of Chapters” includes exercises, questions, case citations and links as well as websites and articles, all very good resources for students.
The broad concepts covered in this book and the materials used to present them contains no inaccurate information or bias presentation. Bearing in mind that legal texts and materials are always subject to interpretations and criticism.
The core criminal law concepts as covered in this book and its chapters are long standing principles and generally have not dramatically changed over the past years. Criminal law changes slowly and therefore this book should be a good intro book for many years. Additionally the text should be relatively easy to update in the modular format that it is written. There are a number of hyperlinks used throughout the book that need to be checked regularly for accuracy.
The book is very easy to follow and written in such a way as students of all levels should be able to read and understand the materials. The substantive materials are reinforced and supported by interesting examples and critical thinking exercises to assist students in their understanding of the subject. The book also provides many examples and visual aids to explain many of the concepts and terms used. I would say this book is very student friendly.
The book generally is consistent throughout as it relates to the layout of chapters, terminology, formatting and presentation of information. Every chapter concludes with an End of Chapter section that has exercises with answers, case listings, summaries and links to websites. I think students will find these materials very useful. Chapters followed a consistent user friendly formatting that further aids student’s understanding.
The text is written in a logical, easy to follow, modular format that allows for easy reorganization and assignments for students. Each chapter is focused on specific learning objectives and materials that support the learning objective. Assignments can be tailored around the learning objectives. Each chapter is broken down and numbered into sub-components of the overall chapter subject.
The structure, organization and flow of the materials contained in the book are logical and follow in a manner that is conducive to learning. The textbook provides a basic introduction to Criminal Law to include the U.S. legal system; constitutional laws and protections; and traditional general elements of Criminal Law and specific crimes and defenses. This material is broken down into logical presentations and sections.
Interface rating: 4
I did not see any major problems with student textbook interface. However, I did have some problems with returning to the same spot in the textbook after clicking on some links. Most links worked fine but some seemed to be a little problematic and one was expired. It could have been my computer or me.
I did not notice any glaring grammatical errors. Overall the textbook appeared to be very well written.
The book appears to be culturally appropriate for the course and subject matter. I did not find any culturally incentive or offensive material or examples in the book.
I would certainly consider adopting this textbook for my Criminal Law course. It covers the major topics relative to Criminal Law and it does so in a manner that I think would be beneficial to our students. The textbook is equal to and in many ways, better than many of the leading textbooks for purchase that are on the market and in our bookstores today.
Reviewed by Kelly Ayers, Clinical Instructor, West Virginia University on 5/21/18
The information covered in this text is general in nature, yet thorough enough to understand the foundations of the topic. Given that I would be using this text for undergraduate students, the amount of information and its depth seem to be on... read more
The information covered in this text is general in nature, yet thorough enough to understand the foundations of the topic. Given that I would be using this text for undergraduate students, the amount of information and its depth seem to be on point. There are links that provide opportunities to explore the topic further if the student/instructor so desires.
I am not a legal expert and cannot comment specifically to the accuracy; however, I do appreciate the long list of individuals provided that were identified as having reviewed the material prior to publication specifically for that purpose.
Criminal law itself will be unchanging, but its interpretation will. The author has included contemporary cases and other examples that provide the student with an understanding of the applications. It is made clear that there will be variations in different jurisdictions and that many of the examples are illustrative in nature.
Criminal Law is an easy read and any terms that would be unfamiliar to the undergraduate student is well defined and used in examples. The exercises throughout the text also offer methods of becoming familiar with the language.
Criminal law is written in a way that is easy to follow and each chapter is laid out in the same fashion which makes the material very easy to navigate.
The chapters are broken up into easy to read subunits and there are several references to other areas of the book if there is a reference that needs to be made. This format makes it easy for the student and instructor to connect material moving forward allowing this book to be more comprehensive.
The topics were laid out in a way that was easy to follow and permits the student to build on previous information as they read forward. The beginning lays out general information about criminal law and the legal system and then breaks down into more specific elements related to criminal law.
All links throughout the book were active and images look clear. The text is laid out in an easy to read format for the computer screen. The text and supplemental materials are extremely user friendly.
There were no grammatical errors noted throughout the text. The book is easy to follow and well written.
There was nothing that stood out as anything that may be offensive within the material or the examples. If there were references to cultural differences within examples, it is strictly due to relevance to the issue being discussed.
I am excited that there is a simple, easy to read foundational text in criminal law that can be shared with my forensic students. These students may or may not choose law school, but there should be a holistic understanding of how their work fits into the legal system as they go on to play a critical role in the investigation and prosecution of criminal activity.
Reviewed by Tracy Barley, Assistant Professor, North Carolina Central University on 2/1/18
This textbook is comprehensive; it is substantially equivalent in content to the published textbook (including its updates) our department has used for the last 10 years. It covers the key concepts that will meet our student learning outcomes. I... read more
This textbook is comprehensive; it is substantially equivalent in content to the published textbook (including its updates) our department has used for the last 10 years. It covers the key concepts that will meet our student learning outcomes. I particularly like the End of Chapter material, the Key Takeaway boxes and the Exercises and the inclusion, with links, to supplemental material.
I would like to have included a section on White Collar Crimes; we teach this section and incorporate material on bias, implicit bias, sentencing disparities and investigations.
Also it would be important to include Cyber Crimes; however, this could be added if the book can be remixed.
Content Accuracy rating: 4
The content is accurate based on a random sampling of the material; the links to supplemental worked and that content was unbiased. I also paid attention to the names used in the examples to be certain they were race neutral to avoid any further stereotyping and implicit bias.
The content is up-to-date and relevant with the exception of the omission of Cyber Crimes and Financial Crimes; these are codified in all states and some of the fastest growing.
Very clear language and appropriate for mid-level undergraduate students.
Framework is good with the exception of the a couple of Key Takeaway boxes were not consistently formatted in color.
This was excellent! Chunking is a best practice teaching strategy and this format is very conducive to this method. The individual learning objectives at the beginning of each unit and subunit are also helpful for aligning with our course student learning outcomes.
Nice structure and flow; in a side by side comparison with the text I currently use, it is much more appealing visually and manageable. I especially like that the cases are attached as links to supplemental material rather than embedded in the text. The heavy text based materials often intimidate lower to mid level undergraduate students and they become discouraged depending on their learning styles.
The interface is great. I like the differentiation of the colors which signifies a change to students. The colors are also compatible with accessibility and screen reading.
There were no obvious grammatical errors.
I liked the relevance and updated content and examples. The Tom DeLay case is one example of a recent event that illustrates crime occurs at all socio economic levels and demographic groups. This is very important for my students as I teach at an HBCU.
I appreciate the care taken to create an open source book that is comprehensive, easy to navigate and meets accessibility standards. The color coding makes it easy for undergraduate students to perform a knowledge check after reading the chapter material. Additionally, the multiple formats make it even more accessible for students.
Reviewed by B.A.B. ---, Associate Professor, Virginia Commonwealth University on 2/1/18
I would say that this book attempts to cover a broad spectrum of criminal law topics, so in that sense it’s comprehensive, but in terms of the depth with which each topic is treated, it is far from comprehensive. The entire textbook actually reads... read more
Comprehensiveness rating: 1 see less
I would say that this book attempts to cover a broad spectrum of criminal law topics, so in that sense it’s comprehensive, but in terms of the depth with which each topic is treated, it is far from comprehensive. The entire textbook actually reads more like a study guide or even a professor’s lecture notes or slides. When I adopt a textbook, I want it to be comprehensive enough so that I can base my lectures on the chapter topic highlights; here it seems that the author does the opposite. Were I a student, I would think that reading this book would leave me with many more questions than answers. Maybe it’s a fundamental difference of paedagogy, but I don’t want to spend my classtime filling in all the lacunae left by the students’ textbook; rather, I want to spend that classtime expanding on what was presented in the textbook. To me, those are fundamentally different aims.
A discussion on “justice” (whatever that means!) is conspicuously absent from this book. This is a substantively different discussion than “purposes of punishment.” There is also, as far as I can tell, no discussion of how to read a case citation. That’s so important! Because citations tell you so much important information about a case! I’m surprised, because this is sort of a standard sub-topic in a criminal law class, especially when students are asked to brief cases.
The “purposes of punishment” section is but one of many sections that has been glossed over. There should probably be a section comparing retributive and utilitarian schools of thought (actually, I see nothing referring to “utilitarianism” now that I think of it) and giving concrete examples of these differing philosophies in action. Generally speaking, I think it would be helpful to have examples from case law throughout the book to illustrate how concepts apply. Case law is rich with great examples, which are conspicuously absent.
Some of the topics warrant more in-depth treatment. The discussion of various punishment justifications is pretty superficial; incapacitation, for example, encompasses a whole lot more than just “prevent[ing] future crime by removing the defendant from society.” It’s also factually incorrect that house arrest—one of the examples given— removes the defendant from society; on the contrary, it’s an alternative community-oriented sanction intended to keep the offender out in the community!?
This book sidesteps the longevity issue because it doesn’t make any references to case law, so there’s no way the case law could become outdated if not altogether obsolete.
The book is consistently cursory, does that count? No seriously… I do think it somewhat odd that some topics are treated in more detail than others (e.g., criminal homicide has its own chapter). The organization is confusing because criminal homicide gets its own chapter, but then subsequent chapters are organized like most state criminal codes (e.g. property crimes, crimes against the person, etc). I would have put criminal homicide into a broader “crimes against persons” chapter heading to be consistent with subsequent chapters. The way subject matter is presented is both unclear and inconsistent which makes it confusing. Is that why robbery is classed with property crimes? Because a large number of states actually consider robbery a crime against persons, not property, but there’s no personal crimes chapter, so I guess that’s why robbery was put in with property crimes.
Consistency rating: 2
Modularity rating: 3
there is a general flow from one chapter to the next, and the chapters are so brief that it would be easy to assign small reading sections. as regards "self-referencing," I don't actually see a single source citation anywhere in here so I guess "self-referencing" isn't an issue either?
Organization/Structure/Flow rating: 2
I think some of the topic ordering is a little counterintuitive, at least to me, and so is how some of the topics are grouped. Affirmative defenses of Justification and excuse seem to be conflated here, and there are actually a number of really important substantive differences between the two categories. If you run a textbook search for “affirmative,” interestingly, the term doesn’t even pop up in either chapter on criminal defenses.
I do really like the exercises presented in each chapter, especially the ones in which students have to read a scenario and determine some point of law discussed in the chapter. When I was learning to teach at the undergraduate level, a wise professor once told me that the hardest thing in teaching would be to come up with lots and lots and lots of examples, because those are what help students best identify and begin to apply a concept they’re learning. And he was right! When I teach criminal law, when I’m teaching search and seizure, for example, I have to be armed and ready with dozens of examples. These exercises are really helpful in that regard.
I didn't experience any navigational difficulties
I didn't notice any glaring errors.
Cultural Relevance rating: 2
No examples, so no problems of potential offensiveness! makes little if any effort to connect subject matter within broader cultural context.
I wouldn't adopt this textbook for a college course. As it reads more like a superficial study guide, it maybe more appropriate for high school readers. My general impression is that it doesn't effectively equip students with the requisite knowledge they should have having taken a criminal law class. Everything in it seems pretty "dumbed down." I hate to say that, but that's really my overall impression. The subject matter is just not done justice (pun intended).
My first more specific impression opening this e-Book, though, is that the table of contents is not appropriately detailed. Without a detailed TOC as a “road map” through the book, it’s hard for me to assess whether the book actually addresses each criminal law sub-topic in appropriate order and depth… because no information whatsoever is provided that would tell me anything about topic order and depth! It’s also hard for me to see how one concept connects with the preceding and following. I see that a somewhat cursory TOC has been added as a tab on the righthand side of the text, but I have to say, it’s awfully superficial. Section 1.7 is called “End-of-Chapter Material.” What does that refer to? Section 1.6, “Sources of Law,” could mean any number of things (e.g., common law? Case law? Precedent? English legal heritage? Administrative regulations? Constitutions? Stare decisis? Statutory law? Codification? And so forth). If I were a student trying to locate a particular sub-topic in the book, the TOC isn’t much help. We all know that students have limited attention spans these days, so whatever can be done to make the topics more readily accessible and easy to locate would be helpful. The list of key concepts at the start of each section is helpful though.
My second impression upon opening this e-book is… bursting out laughing at the contents of the first page page, “Chapter 1: Introduction to Criminal Law.” I find the picture of a “Dodge Charger with a Police Package” to be a really bizarre photo to introduce a criminal law textbook. What is the point of that? Is this an "intro to policing" book? The picture isn’t even comprehensively illustrative of a tricked out police Dodge Charger, anyway. I don't get it.
I am also raising my eyebrows at the citation of the case quote on this page (BMW of North America, Inc., v. Gore.” Come on now, this is NOT how we cite to cases by any stretch of the imagination, regardless of whether you're a lawyer, academic, or student at any level. If you’re not going to provide the entire citation—which is really what should have been done here, because it contains a lot of important information—at least do the slightly less lazy party 1 v. party 2 (year).
Overall the first page looks to me like a pretty sophomoric attempt at starting Chapter 1. It doesn’t in any way draw my interest, and the photo and citation chosen to introduce both the chapter and entire textbook are puzzling. I am having a hard time understanding how those are illustrative of what’s to come in the chapter. All I can deduce is that the author has some kind of preoccupation with cars, given the dodge charger and BMW references!?
The first page of Chapter 1 sets the tone for the rest of the book, and as such, if I were a student I would be reticent to slog through any further.
Reviewed by Anne Douds, Lecturer, Penn State Harrisburg on 2/1/18
This introductory criminal law text covers almost all major areas of criminal law, but it would be nice if it covered the evolving fields of terrorism and cyber security a bit better. The table of contents is concise and provides useful... read more
This introductory criminal law text covers almost all major areas of criminal law, but it would be nice if it covered the evolving fields of terrorism and cyber security a bit better. The table of contents is concise and provides useful navigation. The lesson content is a bit brief and simplistic, but it is suitable for an undergraduate introduction to criminal law class.
The book uses neutral language, but the undertone of the content leans towards a civil rights/civil libertarian perspective.
Fortunately, criminal law evolves slowly, so this text should have good longevity. It does not cover much criminal procedure, but the portions of it that deal with procedure could become dated in the event of a major, reformative Supreme Court opinion (which is true of all criminal procedure texts).
Clarity is good. The book uses short, concise sentences. The format makes it easy to follow.
The formatting and content are consistent. The degree of difficulty of the content remains at the same level throughout the work.
It is divided into logical, easy-to-follow modules.
The book has natural flow and is organized in a very appropriate fashion.
So far as I can tell, the interface is fine.
I did not catch any errors.
The book stays within the middle of the political spectrum, with a slight tendency towards libertarian views.
Reviewed by Makeda Carr, Instructor, Virginia State University on 6/20/17
Reviewing the TOC provides a comprehensive overview of the subject matter found in typical Criminal Law textbooks. In comparison to another book, they cover the same material such as sources and limitations of law, jurisdiction and defining... read more
Reviewing the TOC provides a comprehensive overview of the subject matter found in typical Criminal Law textbooks. In comparison to another book, they cover the same material such as sources and limitations of law, jurisdiction and defining elements of a crime.
This text utilizes reliable sourced information that are accessible in the text to check for accuracy. I believe the book is presented in a neutral manner and is unbiased.
The information has a mixed of old and new content indicative of various criminal law books. Different types of dated content are necessary to understand application of law and diverse decisions by judicial bodies.
Clarity in this text comes from the chunked structure, followed by practical examples and exercises.
Yes. This book is consistent with the learning objectives, content and exercises to match objectives. The consistency should be helpful for those needing to be in compliance with Bloom's Taxonomy.
This book is complied nicely. Instead of reading a very long page of information online, the sections were divided by subject matter and thoroughly covered content in a succinctly.
A gradual intensity in content organization flowed well comparable to other texts.
Structurally, the text was easy to navigate and read. The charts and images were not distorted or distracting.
I did not identify any grammatical errors.
I did not get a sense that the book was culturally insensitive. The focus of the text was an introduction to the topic of criminal law and is neutral in its presentation of cases and facts.
I appreciate the unnamed author taking their time to write such a comprehensive text.
Reviewed by Stephone Addison, Assistant Professor, Southern University And A & M College on 6/20/17
The text is comprehensive. I have been teaching Criminal Law for over 20 years and have used several textbooks. This Open Source text covers, for the most part, every major subject in Criminal Law that was covered in prior textbooks that I have... read more
The text is comprehensive. I have been teaching Criminal Law for over 20 years and have used several textbooks. This Open Source text covers, for the most part, every major subject in Criminal Law that was covered in prior textbooks that I have used in the past. Although the book appear to lack a traditional index and glossary separate in the book, there are lots of information, links to other websites, etc to provide plenty of information regarding key terms and concepts.
The content in this textbook appears to be accurate. It provides many references (i.e., Books, Cases, Articles, Websites, etc.) many of which are used in most private industry textbooks of its kind.
The Content in this text is taken primarily from 2012. Since it is now 2017, it is probably due for an update. However, it was noted that University of Minnesota Library edited this material in 2015. Notwithstanding, a lot of the material used is still relevant for understanding Criminal Law concepts. The good thing here is that it appears to be a relatively easy process to update information which can make for an easy transition from old to new and thereby strengthening the longevity of the overall text.
The book is written in plain language that allows for clarity of information. It is relatively concise, straight forward and appears to be very user friendly for undergraduate students. Also, the book provides many examples and figures (visual aids and illustrations) that further explains many of the terms (technical and otherwise) for better understanding.
The text is, for the most part, consistent throughout in terms of the order or layout from chapter to chapter. Each chapter is consistent in its presentation (i.e., key areas of discussion subtitled under each chapter, objectives are provided for each subtitles and key concepts relevant to each subtitle). Also, diagrams, charts & figures are consistent in each chapter as well as scenarios, Key takeaways and exercises are provided at the end of each chapter. One caveat however is that the terms in blue are not always consistent in that some are links to other information and some of the terms are just written in blue.
Again, the book is arranged in a modular format via chapter and sections. Each chapter are broken down into sections which include relevant terms and concepts that directs back to the chapter. These sections allow the reader to keep learning and comprehension focused without running the risk of losing the chapter’s objectives. The text places the table of contents in the area prior to downloading the textbook. Probably would have been best at the beginning which would help with even better navigation. Nonetheless, the sections within each chapter still provides enough navigation within the chapters sufficient to maintain a reasonable flow of information.
This book displays good organization, structure and flow. The organization of the chapters pursuant to various criminal law subjects are relatively consistent with other texts that I have used in the past. The table of contents could have been better placed at the top of chapter 1, but not a deal breaker as for as organization is concerned. The structure is good, particularly, the alignment of the chapters with the charts, graphs, illustrations, videos, etc. Finally, the chapters provide a favorable flow from one area of criminal law to the next. Each chapter conclude with an “End-of-Chapter Material.”
I didn’t see any major problems with how the textbook interfaced with the reader. In some spots, I was not able to get back right away to original page after clicking on some of the illustrations. I had to go totally out of the page and back to downloads to get back into the text. Could be an issue with my computer, just not sure. Also, some links didn’t work and needed to be updated. However, a lot of the links did work.
I didn’t really encounter any substantial amount of grammatical errors. Again, some of the links perhaps need to be updated and/or refreshed.
I didn’t detect any problems here. Appeared to contain common issues relative to Criminal Law and Criminal Justice that may create some controversial discussion, but nothing appearing to be unbiased, culturally or otherwise.
I thought this textbook would be one I could be comfortable with adopting for my class. It contains the major topics, relative to Criminal Law, that are consistent with the topics in many of the leading textbooks for purchase and that I have used before. In conclusion, this book appears to be a good textbook overall based on the above reasons provided in the review above) and one that I may consider recommending to others.
Reviewed by Christina Mancini, Associate Professor, Virginia Commonwealth University on 4/11/17
The text appears comprehensive but the lack of a Table of Contents page makes it difficult to assess at first glance the scope of the work. read more
The text appears comprehensive but the lack of a Table of Contents page makes it difficult to assess at first glance the scope of the work.
It appeared very well researched.
It is written in a way that it could be easily updated by adding relevant cases (e.g., the text mentions a celebrated case of Casey Anthony to illustrate circumstantial and direct evidence. I can see such concepts being made relevant by a switch to the case du jour.
Great writing.
Consistency rating: 3
Decent, but again my concern was involving some of the framing and lack of TOC.
I think it has modularity.
Organization/Structure/Flow rating: 3
Good, but a TOC would have helped organize the general framing better.
The interface was well done.
The text was inclusive and relevant for today's criminal justice system debates and controversies.
I would have liked to know the author and the TOC should have been displayed at the front-end. Other than that, great work!
Reviewed by Shana Mell, Criminal Justice Professor, Virginia Commonwealth University on 2/8/17
Criminal law textbooks require a number of specific topics in order to meet the expectations of the course. This textbook contains those essential elements. The table of contents very clearly outlines each chapters and subsection so that... read more
Criminal law textbooks require a number of specific topics in order to meet the expectations of the course. This textbook contains those essential elements. The table of contents very clearly outlines each chapters and subsection so that students/instructors are able to identify each content area. An appendix contains a listing of relevant cited case citations for further review. There does not appear to be a glossary or index apart from the appendix but each chapter concludes with an "End of Chapter" section that lists answers to exercises, questions, case listings, summaries, and links to applicable cases, articles, and websites.
I found no evidence of inaccurate information or bias presented within this text.
This text follows the standard format that most criminal law texts adopt. Each subsection within the 14 chapters can be easily updated with seminal cases that may emerge. Most of the content within this text will remain intact but the format allows for efficient updates, as necessary. The author utilizes examples that will be of interest for a number of years.
This is where a number of criminal law/procedure texts fall short. This was one of the text's key strengths. This text was extremely accessible to students of all levels. It contained excellent examples and explanations that illustrated each of the main concepts. I especially enjoyed the author's writing style. I found the prose both well-written and conversational, which contributes to the strength of this text. The presentation of the material throughout each chapter was complemented by interesting examples and critical thinking exercises that encourage application of the material.
This text followed a consistent framework throughout. Each chapter was laid out in the established format containing each of the content areas. The material was presented with applicable exercises and questions throughout. Each chapter concludes with an "End of Chapter" section that lists answers to exercises, questions, case listings, summaries, and links to applicable cases, articles, and websites. I found the summaries and exercises especially useful. Key words are italicized for emphasis and quick reference. The chapters were easy to follow as they contained a number of subheadings to keep the material organized. Further, each chapter is made up of specific learning objectives that conclude with exercises and reference material.
Each chapter is made up of specific learning objectives that can be easily assigned based on content areas within the course. These objectives are fairly brief and contain exercises and reference material at the conclusion. I found this approach to be a key strength of this text since it offers a framework for assignment creation and discussion of key points within each chapter. When you look at how many learning objectives are actually contained within the entire text, there are hundreds of links to websites with reference material and exercises that students can complete independently or as part of a classroom discussion.
This text followed a consistent framework throughout. Each chapter was laid out in the established format containing each of the content areas. The material was presented with applicable exercises and questions throughout. Each chapter concludes with an "End of Chapter" section that lists answers to exercises, questions, case listings, summaries, and links to applicable cases, articles, and websites. I found the summaries and exercises especially useful. I also enjoyed the pictures, graphics, and illustrations used to develop the material. Each objective contains an interesting component entitled "key takeaways" that lists a sentence or two describing the main points to recall.
I checked a number of the links within the text and they all worked for me. I also used the table of contents to navigate through the text and was able to get to each section very easily. The table of contents and home buttons appear on the upper right corner and allow the reader to quickly locate the area that they need. The table of contents lists each chapter and unit by number and title (topic) for ease of use.
I do not recall noticing any grammatical errors. This is exceptionally important since a textbook and author lose credibility when there are a number of grammatical issues.
I found no culturally insensitive or offensive examples presented within this text.
I would certainly adopt this text. I found it as sufficient as any other criminal law text offered for purchase. In some areas (noted above as key strengths), it is superior to texts that I have read/used. I enjoyed reading through this text and plan to adopt it if/when I teach this course in the future.
Reviewed by Caoimhin OFearghail, Program Coordinator, Lane Community College on 8/21/16
This text covers all of the basic concepts found in other traditional criminal law survey texts with the exception of an instructional overview on reading and interpreting case reports—a significant shortcoming given the author’s heavy use of... read more
This text covers all of the basic concepts found in other traditional criminal law survey texts with the exception of an instructional overview on reading and interpreting case reports—a significant shortcoming given the author’s heavy use of external links to such reports. Though the text lacks both an index and a glossary, these are unnecessary in a searchable electronic document. A table of contents is likewise unnecessary in a PDF in which bookmarks have been added to navigate the contents of the text. Such is the case here; however the text, by default, should open with the bookmarks displayed. The lack of these traditional elements would only be inconvenient for the undoubtedly small percentage of students who prefer to print the whole book.
Bearing in mind that the purpose of the text is to provide a broad overview of the subject for undergraduate students, the key concepts and summaries are accurate.
Periodic updates will be necessary due to developments in both statutory and case law. The extensive use of links to external sites might pose a problem should the site addresses change.
The author’s vocabulary is appropriate to an undergraduate audience, and the author’s liberal use of simple sentences results in a very clear and accessible writing style. New terms are clearly introduced to the reader and subsequently integrated into the text; however, the author identifies these new terms inconsistently (see Consistency below).
The text is consistent in terms of both its visual and stylistic presentation, but less so in its introduction of key terms, which the author introduces or uses in italics, bold, and blue with no discernible purpose. The blue font, though more eye-catching, is confusing at times because it is also used extensively throughout the text for hyperlinks. To compound the confusion, the author chose not to underline these links.
The text is obviously designed as an integrated whole but could, with little effort, be rearranged to suit criminal law surveys of varied lengths or to suit an instructor’s specific approach. The chapters and sections also lend themselves for use as selected readings.
The author has organized the text in a manner that will be familiar anyone who has every used a survey text in substantive criminal law. The first half (comprising eight chapters) covers the “general part” of criminal law, providing an overview of the historical, theoretical and functional context of criminal law in the United States; its structure; its constitutional limitations; and its attendant concepts of criminal defenses, liability, complicity, and inchoate crimes. The second half (comprising the remaining five chapters), covers the “special part” of the criminal law—an overview of the most common criminal offenses arranged by type or family: criminal homicide, sex offenses and crimes involving force or fear, crimes against property, public order crimes, and crimes against the government. The sequential progression of this content is appropriate and the amount of space given to each topic is balanced for the most part though the author spends more time explaining the legal system than the traditional criminal law survey text.
Interface rating: 2
The author has included a significant number of graphic embellishments (to set off ancillary material from the body of the text) and graphic aids. Neither add much to the text and both are stylistically problematic—making too much use of unnecessary colors and graphic effects as well as contributing to a number of odd page breaks throughout the text. Some of the graphic aids are too complicated. Others employ an inappropriate graphic layout for the information being presented. For instance, on pages 46-48, the author uses three hierarchical charts to depict the nation’s tripartite system of government. What each chart actually depicts, however, is the bifurcated nature of the nation’s federal and state governments. As a result, the chart on page 47 seems to suggest that both the federal and state governments fall under a larger “executive.” Overall, the text would be better served by a more sparing use of graphic aids and embellishments. Some of the information might be better presented/summarized in a simple table format. The remaining charts would be more appealing and easier to comprehend if they were re-done in simple, black and white, line art. The graphics used to set ancillary materials (such as the “Crack the Code” exercises) should be removed and those materials set off by a pastel background (as the author has done elsewhere) or by a simple line border, and a different font.
There were a few minor errors in grammar and punctuation—no glaring problems—and overall it was quite grammatically solid.
Not applicable.
In its current form, most instructors will find that the text has too many shortcomings to be acceptable as a stand-alone survey text for an undergraduate course in criminal law; however, the text’s strengths—it’s clear, concise prose and topical comprehensiveness—make it an attractive candidate for use as a supplementary reference text.
Reviewed by Ann Su, Part-time Instructor, Portland Community College on 1/7/16
This is an excellent introductory text for undergraduates.The textbook does a good job of introducing the basic legal concepts of criminal law, but it would not be appropriate for a law school course as it does not have the depth or technical .... read more
This is an excellent introductory text for undergraduates.The textbook does a good job of introducing the basic legal concepts of criminal law, but it would not be appropriate for a law school course as it does not have the depth or technical . However, there is not a table of contents, index or glossary incorporated into the body of the text. This makes it rather difficult to navigate from section to section without having to scroll up and down unnecessarily through text to find things.
The book has an accurate presentation of general information given that the book is not meant to be a treatise in law school.
Most of the content is up-to-date and will not be obsolete quickly. However, there are external links that may expire and that may require vigilance by the instructor in ensuring the currency of the link. Updates should be relatively easy as the text is written in a modular way.
The book is written in a concise way that is extremely "user friendly" with accessible prose. The jargon/technical terminology is very approachable with good examples that are concrete and relatable to an undergraduate student. The usage of visual aids and formatting techniques to emphasize different concepts further aids the reader's understanding.
The text is internally consistent in style, terminology, formatting and presentation of information.
The text is written in a modular way that would be easy to reorganize without any disruption to the reader. If left in its current form, the text would benefit from subheadings that are numbered into even more specific subsets with indentations. e.g. 1.1(a)(ii) rather than 1.1. This would aid the reader in tracking concepts/linking of concepts substantively and organizationally.
The organization, structure and flow of the material is one of the greatest strengths of the book. It has a natural sequence that is appealing and logical.
This is the most challenging aspect of the text because of the lack of the table of contexts/index and glossary, navigation is a serious issue if not read sequentially. Images and charts are often distorted and the text is not always formatted in the most readable style--the consistent spacing of text is monotonous to the eye. Varying the paragraph and sentence spacing as well as ensuring page breaks and headings are logically placed is essential and missing in the text.
The grammar is fine with no noticeable errors.
The text is culturally appropriate.
Reviewed by Matthew Kane, Adjunct Professor, University of Oklahoma on 1/12/15
The author’s work itself is very strong. The book is topically sound, covering the appropriate subjects for an introduction to criminal law. Unfortunately, there is no index or glossary (or table of contents within the text). This concern,... read more
The author’s work itself is very strong. The book is topically sound, covering the appropriate subjects for an introduction to criminal law. Unfortunately, there is no index or glossary (or table of contents within the text). This concern, along with other issues I have with the text, are issues that should be resolved through the editing process. Unfortunately, these two components are covered in the same evaluation - comprehensiveness - resulting in a mediocre rating when the review would be better served to have highest marks for coverage and lowest marks for index/glossary/etc.
Legal texts, by nature, are always subject to criticism/dissection of particular case analysis, etc. However, this book deals with broad concepts appropriately.
Criminal law is always evolving. However, the core concepts provided in this text have and should continue to stand the test of time. My only concern would be with the number of hyperlinks utilized throughout the book (which intentionally utilizes links over the inclusion of extensive case excerpts), as even the most “stable” of sites occasionally change resulting in an inability to easily access referenced information. If adopting the text, I would consider saving all hyperlinked materials to a location over which the professor has control, thereby ensuring students would have access for the duration of the course.
The book’s clarity is one of its strongest features. The author does an excellent job of writing in understandable language with careful discussion and explanation of key technical terms.
The book is consistent in its approach, terminology and depth of treatment of the covered topics.
The book is arranged by chapter and then section – i.e., Chapter 9 is comprised of Sections 9.1 (Homicide), 9.2 (Murder), 9.3 (First-Degree Murder), 9.4 (Felony Murder), 9.5 (Second Degree Murder), 9.6 (Manslaughter), 9.7 (End-of-Chapter Material). The logical use of such section numbers allows for shorter assignment of readings. Again, I would note that the book would benefit significantly from the inclusion of a detailed table of contents to allow the professor and/or student to more easily appreciate the organization and potential for reorganization or sub-chapter assignments.
The book provides a basic introduction of criminal law, the US legal system and its constitutional protections before delving into traditional areas of coverage in a criminal law text – general elements of and defenses to a crime and specific offenses. As discussed in the previous response, the chapters are broken down into logical sections.
The book’s interface is one of its most disappointing features. Page breaks are often in the wrong place, fonts and spacing are inconsistent and many of the charts and illustrations are fuzzy and difficult to read.
I noticed several very minor grammatical issues but overall it was very well written.
The cultural relevance is appropriate for the course.
As a result of the "star" ratings system, this review may appear to be very positive. Indeed, the author should be applauded for creating a very strong manuscript appropriate for undergraduate students (and law students seeking to supplement their understanding of criminal law issues). Unfortunately, the text, as currently available, is extremely difficult to fully utilize given the lack of table of contents, index and glossary and the obvious need for a final polish to correct page breaks, font inconsistencies, and blurry charts. A professor interested in adopting this book should anticipate devoting significant time to revising and editing for use in his or her course -- work which could ultimately be broadly disseminated pursuant to the creative commons licensing. Absent such efforts, students would immediately appreciate the difference in this open textbook and a traditional one, likely to their detriment.
Reviewed by Ronald Den Otter, Associate Professor, California Polytechnic State University on 7/15/14
For a text aimed at undergraduates, very comprehensive; it covers all of the topics in criminal law that ought to be covered. read more
For a text aimed at undergraduates, very comprehensive; it covers all of the topics in criminal law that ought to be covered.
Here and there, one could quibble with descriptions of the legal rules and concepts or w/ the description of cases but all-in-all, it's accurate.
Definitely not out-of-date. The book provides plenty of contemporary examples and refers to new cases. Of course, at some point in the future, a new edition would be appropriate.
Probably its best feature. extremely easy to follow. I also liked the flow charts.
No problems at all. In fact, good transitions from one topic to the next and the book (and each chapter) were well-organized.
Please see comment above. Again, I thought that it was easy to read. There were not large pieces of text that were hard to swallow.
I thought that the orgzanization made sense. Some topics ought to be introduced before others. The introduction did a good job of setting up the rest of the book.
No problems at all.
Extremely well-written.
Again, absolutely no problems here.
It's hard to write a textbook about any legal topic that would be appropriate for undergraduates. from my experience, most existing textbooks are either too detailed (for law students) or too simplistic (almost as if thety're written for high school students). This book strikes the right balance. It's as good as any other text on criminal law that I've encountered so far.
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Ancillary Material
About the book.
Criminal Law uses a two-step process to augment learning, called the applied approach. First, after building a strong foundation from scratch, Criminal Law introduces you to crimes and defenses that have been broken down into separate components. It is so much easier to memorize and comprehend the subject matter when it is simplified this way. However, becoming proficient in the law takes more than just memorization. You must be trained to take the laws you have studied and apply them to various fact patterns. Most students are expected to do this automatically, but application must be seen, experienced, and practiced before it comes naturally. Thus the second step of the applied approach is reviewing examples of the application of law to facts after dissecting and analyzing each legal concept. Some of the examples come from cases, and some are purely fictional. All the examples are memorable, even quirky, so they will stick in your mind and be available when you need them the most (like during an exam). After a few chapters, you will notice that you no longer obsess over an explanation that doesn't completely make sense the first time you read it—you will just skip to the example. The examples clarify the principles for you, lightening the workload significantly.
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Reading Assignments
2023-24 Academic Year
Spring - first year.
	Constitutional Law I — Professor Freedman
	Constitutional Law I — Professor Sample
	Contracts — Professor Lyman
	Legal Analysis, Writing and Research II — Professor Stein
	Legal Methods (All Sections) — Professors Louis, Lefton, and Caporale D’Agostino

Constitutional Law I
Prof. Eric M. Freedman Section C Spring 2024
Assignments for First Week of Class
	Go to Canvas and make sure you have access to this course. Class announcements will be distributed via Canvas, and you are responsible for them.
	Download the first installment of the syllabus from the Canvas site, and read the pages through Assignment 1 with care. You are responsible for the contents, which include course policies regarding grading, remote attendance, and other important subjects.
	Obtain the first volume of the Appendix of course materials. This may be done now by downloading it from the Canvas site. You will also be able to obtain a printed copy from the Law School Copy Room located in the lower level of the Law School a few days after classes begin.
	Prepare the assignment as indicated on the syllabus for the course meeting of Wednesday, January 10.
	In the event of logistical difficulties, contact my very helpful assistant, Joyce Amore Cox, [email protected] , tel. 516-463-6339. 1
	Stay alert for any electronic communications from me or the law school respecting logistical matters.

1 For other Canvas-specific assistance contact [email protected] , tel. 516-463-7777. For all computer-related assistance contact [email protected] , tel. 516-463-4192.
Professor Sample
First Assignment (PDF)
Professor Lyman
[1L day class] - 1705 Section A
Required Readings:
	Kuney and Lloyd, Contracts: Transactions and Litigation (5 th Edition)
	Farnsworth, Sanger et al, Selections for Contracts (2023 Edition)
	Examples and Explanations: Contracts (8 th Edition)

Course website: We will be using TWEN as our course website. You are required to register on the TWEN site for this class with an email address that you check regularly. Registration and participation are an essential part of this course. Students should check the website regularly; I will post the slides for class on TWEN under the “slides” tab.
For our first class, please read the following. 
	UCC §§ 1-103(b); 1-302; 2-102; 2-104(1); 2-105(1); 2-106(1); 2-501; R2d §§ 1; 7; 8;  
	R2d §§ 16; 22(2); 24; 26; UCC § 2-204;

Legal Analysis, Writing and Research II
LAW&R II Spring, 2024 Professor Stein
Thursday, January 11, 2024
There will be no class today. If necessary, I will schedule a makeup later in the semester.
Tuesday, January 16, 2024 (Class 1)
Before the first class, please do the following:
	Sign up for this class on TWEN.
	Purchase Introduction to Advocacy: Research, Writing and Arguments 8 th edition, by the Board of Student Advisors, Harvard Law School. We will use this book throughout the semester. Please be certain to purchase the correct edition.
	Complete the Student Information Form posted on TWEN and submit it through the Assignments and Quizzes tab on TWEN. It is important that I have this form so that I can schedule your oral argument.
	Read the Course Outline and Guidelines carefully. We will be reviewing them in detail at the first class.
	We will be continuing our discussion of persuasive writing. This semester we will focus on advocacy in the context of drafting an appellate brief. Read Chapter 6 in Introduction to Advocacy . Please also prepare the Peter Scorn exercise, posted on TWEN. I will not be collecting this exercise; we will be going through it in detail in class. We will also be discussing cover letters and writing samples to give you a jumpstart on your summer job search.

Legal Methods (All Sections)
Professors Louis, Lefton, and Caporale D’Agostino
Welcome to Legal Methods. Our first class is on Thursday, January 11. Please be advised that there is no pre-work assignment and no textbook that you have to purchase. I look forward to meeting you!
Spring - Upper Division
No assignments have been posted yet. Please check back soon.
	Admiralty Law — Professor Frevola
	Advanced Legal Research — Professor Spar
	Antitrust Law — Professor Tugander
	Business & Law of Marijuana — Professor Cooper
	Criminal Immigration Seminar — Professor Gaudio
	Criminal Procedure I — Professor Klein
	Criminal Procedure: Investigations — Professor Malavé
	Employment Discrimination — Professor Damiano
	Environmental Dispute Resolution — Professor Siegel
	Ethical Problems in Federal Tax Practice Seminar — Professor Galler
	Evidence — Professor Krieger
	Expert Witness in Civil Cases — Professor Freedman
	Family Law — Professor Schepard
	Family Law — Professor Stark
	Federal Income Taxation of Corporations — Professor Galler
	Financial Restructuring and Business Bankruptcy — Professor Scarcella
	International Law — Professor Stark
	Introduction to Asset Management Legal and Compliance — Professors Kutner and Mastronardi
	Introduction to Estate Planning — Professor David
	Lawyers’ Ethics — Professor Harrison
	Perspectives in Legal Analysis & Writing (all 3 sections) — Professors Lefton, Louis and D'Agostino
	The Policy and Business of Cryptocurrencies — Professor Shipkevich
	Private Equity — Professor Davis
	Race and the Law — Professor Malavé
	Selected Problems in New York Civil Practice — Professor Knobel
	Sex-Based Discrimination — Professor Damiano
	Voting Rights – Election Law — Professor Solages

Admiralty Law
Professor Frevola
Class #1, January 10
The Basics: Admiralty Jurisdiction, Conceptual Structure, and Practice (page 3)
	DeLovio v. Boit (page 5)
	Notes (page 8)
	In re Complaint of Branson Duck Vehicles, LLC (Order) (Supplied by Instructor)
	The Thomas Jefferson (page 8)
	Notes (page 9)
	The Genesee Chief v. Fitzhugh (page 10)
	The Eagle (page 13)
	Notes (page 15)
	LeBlanc v. Cleveland. (page 16)
	Notes (page 19)
	Stewart v. Dutra Construction Co. (page 21)
	Notes (page 25)
	Lozman v. City of Riviera Beach (page 25)
	Notes (page 29)
	Jerome B. Grubart, Inc. v. Great Lakes Dredge & Dock Co. (page 30)
	Notes (page 39)

Advanced Legal Research
Professor Lisa Spar
Hi Everyone,
I am looking forward to meeting you in our first class on Wednesday, January 10 in Room 243. 
The Syllabus is available on the course website on Canvas. Print copies will be distributed in the first class.
Before our first class, please do the following:
	Please make sure you are registered and can access Bloomberg Law , Lexis and Westlaw . If you need help registering for any of these, please contact the Library Reference desk at [email protected] , contact me at [email protected] or stop by the Reference desk or my office – 101B in the Library (ask at the Circulation or Reference desk).
	If you have not already done so, update your notifications settings on Canvas. Here are instructions .

Antitrust Law
Professor Tugander
First Assignment
Casebook:  Morgan and Pierce,  Cases and Materials on Modern Antitrust Law and Its Origins  (7th Edition)
Read pages 1-45 of the casebook.
This assignment is for both Class 1 on January 11th and Class 2 on January 17th .
Business & Law of Marijuana
Professor Cooper
Wednesday, January 10, 2024 from 4:10-6 p.m.
Course overview, including expectations and assignments; introduction to the physical and psychoactive properties of cannabis
	Discussion of cannabis properties and uses
	Introduction of industrial, medical, and recreational markets – of which we will explore the evolving legal landscapes
	Examination of medical and social uses in pre-Columbian America and other cultures
	Examination medical and social uses in American society prior to prohibition
	Reefer Madness (1936) [Enhanced] – the unabashed propaganda film is most popularly known as “Reefer Madness”, but originally known by the title “Tell Your Children, a dead giveaway”, has become a cult classic of comically bad cinema due to its dated, alarmist views on the dangers of "marijuana addiction" and the exaggerated symptoms thereof. (Runtime: 1:08:18)
	The Illegalization of Marijuana: A Brief History
	Smoke Signals: A Social History of Marijuana – Medical, Recreational and Scientific by Martin Lee (Audiobook Free with Audible trial)
	The Drug War at 100 by George Fisher

Criminal Immigration Seminar
Hofstra Law Criminal Immigration Seminar Course # 2815 Professor Christina M. Gaudio Spring 2024 Syllabus
Week #1- Jan. 10 th : Historical Background of Crimmigration and The Role of Systemic Racism
	Garcia Hernandez, pgs. 1-20
	4 th , 5 th and 6 th Amendments
	Juliet Stumpf, The Crimmigration Crisis: Immigrants, Crime, and Sovereign Power, 56 Am. U. L. Rev. 367 (2006). 367- 395 ONLY
	Alina Das, Inclusive Immigrant Justice: Racial Animus and the Origins of Crime-Based Deportation, NYU School of Law, Public Law Research paper (July, 2017).
	The State of Black Immigrants Report: Part II : Black Immigrants in the Mass Criminalization System, by The Black Alliance for Just Immigration.
	Black Immigrants School Prison Deportation Pipeline , by Shamira Ibrahim, February 5, 2020, Vox

Criminal Procedure I
Professor Klein
Please CAREFULLY read the syllabus included on Canvass (you should download it to read the proper format). Although I will cover many of the issues covered in the Syllabus during the 1 st class, you are responsible for all of them. You should do this before the 1 st class as part of this assignment.
View Course Syllabus (PDF)
All assignments should be read in the order they appear on this list. (< means before; > means after.)
For the 1 st class , please read the following pages in Kamisar et al (15 th ed):
	The 4 th , 5 th , 6 th 14 th Amendments as found at consource.org (top resources tab)
	Section 2, pages 5-16 (< section C);
	Sections 3 and 4, pages 18-23;
	Pages 24-26 (notice: fn 14 will be updated in class),
	McDonald v City of Chicago , 561 U.S.742-769 & 1 st paragraph of Scalia concurrence
	& Thomas concurrence through page 814 (2010),
	Text at 35-36.
	Pages 37-38 (Dripps), 40-42 (Maclin), 45-47 (Sotomayor), 51-53 (Garrett)

Three competing themes permeate the law of criminal procedure: (1) protecting public safety vs. protecting the rights of the individual; (2) legal tests based on a bright line rule vs. those using a case by case approach and (3) states’ rights vs. national uniformity. In light of this and to aid our class discussion, please read Bowles v. Russell , 551 U.S. 205 (2007) and be prepared to discuss it in class. It would be helpful if you formally brief it.
For those who are interested in the location of their seat for class, you should arrive at the 1 st class early and select the seat you want for the entire semester. There are assigned seats for the course which are determioned by where you situate yourself for the 1 st class. A seating chart will be prepared based on where you sit for the 1 st class.
Please feel free to email me at [email protected] with any questions or comments. I look forward to working with you.
Criminal Procedure: Investigations
Professor Evelyn Malavé (Mah-lah-VAY)
Required Casebook & First Assignment
The required casebook for this class is Lee & Richardson, Criminal Procedure Cases and Materials (3d Ed.)
First Assignment: For our first class on Thursday, January 11, please read the below. Please note that a syllabus will be uploaded to Canvas shortly before our first class. I look forward to meeting you all soon!
Class 1 – Thursday, January 11
Introduction to Criminal Procedure
	LR Ch. 1 (pp. 1–8)
	LR pp. 256-261 (Carbado excerpts)
	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7rWtDMPaRD8&has_verified=1 (from the beginning to 8:08) [Note: Some may find the language and content of this video offensive.]

Fourth Amendment
	LR pp. 9–14 ( Katz v. United States )
	LR pp. 27-43 ( Smith v. Maryland , California v. Greenwood , Colb excerpts, Solove excerpts)

Employment Discrimination
Professor Charis Damiano
Required Course Materials:
The required text is Employment Discrimination, Procedure, Principles and Practice by Joseph Seiner (3 rd Ed. 2023). Published by Wolters Kluwer.
Administrative Details:
	Class meetings: Mondays and Wednesdays 8:40-10.00am
	Email: [email protected]
	Office: Room 100C
	Office hours: By appointment on Monday and Wednesday 12:30-2pm.
	Assistant: Jennifer Calautti, Room 223
	Course webpage: CANVAS

First Assignment: The first class will be on Wednesday January 10 th 2024. Please read pages 1-13 and 79 to top of 88 before that class meeting.
Points for discussion:
	What are the major statutes that form the backbone of employment discrimination laws in the US? What does “at will employment” mean?
	What kind of constitutional anti-discrimination claims can federal workers bring?
	Consider the difference between federal anti-discrimination laws and state anti-discrimination laws.
	What is the difference between direct and circumstantial evidence of discrimination?
	What are the prongs of the McDonnell Douglas prima facie test?

Environmental Dispute Resolution
Joseph A. Siegel, Adjunct Professor E-mail: [email protected] Phone:  (212) 637-3208
Class 1 Assignment – Jan. 11, 2024 (6:10-8 p.m.)
Introduction to the Course; Overview of Environmental Dispute Resolution  
Reading Before First Class:
	What does the reading tell us about justice for indigenous and black communities and people of color in the context of mediating environmental disputes?
	What do we learn about environmental mediation from the reading?
	Go to the John S. McCain National Center for Environmental Conflict Resolution website and read the “Basic Principles for Agency Engagement in Environmental Collaboration and Conflict Resolution” . Then scan the “FAQs about ECR” . How are ECR processes, and the mediations you read about in the Lucy Moore book, different from and/or similar to your prior conception of, or experiences with, mediation?

Expert Witness in Civil Cases
Prof. Eric M. Freedman
	Go to CV and make sure you have access to this course. Class announcements will be distributed using the CV e-mail list and you are responsible for them.
	Download the syllabus from the course documents section of the CV site and read the entire document with care.
	Prepare for the course meeting on Zoom at 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, January 17 (a legislative Monday) in accordance with the syllabus.

Welcome to FamilyLaw!
I look forward to our first class this Wednesday, January 10 th at 2:10 pm in room 205. We will be using a new text this semester, Douglas E. Abrams et al., Contemporary FamilyLaw (West Academic, 6 th ed. 2023). The first assignment is pp. 1-22. Please be prepared to discuss Problem 1-1 at p. 3.
I look forward to seeing many of you again and to meeting those of you who I don’t know yet!
Barbara Stark
First Assignment Family Law Spring 2024 Professor Andrew Schepard
Welcome to Family Law for Spring 2024. I hope you had a wonderful and safe holiday season with family and friends. I look forward to working with you this semester.
This memo covers what I would like you to do to prepare before our first class on Wednesday, January 10 th at 10:10 am on Zoom (class ends at 11:30 am)
Find the Course site on CANVAS. This will be our principal communications vehicle. You should be able to find the Zoom link for our classes on the site under Zoom Room. Also be sure you can access all the parts of the CANVAS site.
Please complete the following assignment before class.
ASSIGNMENT KEY
	Casebook – OV- Robert E. Oliphant & Nancy Ver Steegh, Work of the Family Lawyer (5 th Edition)
	The materials assigned are contained in folders listed with the names of the subject listed on the assignment. For example, if the class topic is Domestic Violence , read all materials found in the Domestic Violence folder under Course Modules on the course CANVAS site. The materials in the folders are required reading. In other words, you are responsible for the contents of the folders.
	In the folders, you will also find PowerPoint slides that I created on many of the subjects we will be studying. They are informal, bullet point summaries of what I regard as the most important material on the topic. Students have found them helpful in the past for focusing their learning. I suggest that you download the PowerPoint slides for your use.

Date: Wednesday, January 10 th (First Day of Class)
	Getting to Know You.
	Course Overview and Policies, etc.
	Family Law: Past and Present

Reading and Comments:
	I will begin the class by asking if you have any questions about the syllabus.
	Be prepared- I will then ask each of you to briefly tell me about your experience with family law and what you hope to get out of the class.
	Read OV (Oliphant & Ver Steegh) 3-24 (this is our course textbook)
	Ten Questions About Family Law
	Historical Background

View the Syllabus (PDF)
Ethical Problems in Federal Tax Practice Seminar
Professor Galler
The textbook for the course is Linda Galler & Michael B. Lang, Regulation of Tax Practice (2d ed. 2016).
The assignment for our first class meeting (Friday, , January 12, 2024) is:
	Pages 14-20 (but skim only, pp.17-20)
	Pages 44-47

Evidence (A), Law_4761_A Professor Stefan Krieger Spring 2024
Assignment for First Class (Wednesday, January 10, 2024)
For our first class, please review the syllabus for the course posted in the Syllabus Module on Canvas. (The syllabus is not posted in the syllabus tab.)
Also, please prepare Problems 1-3, 1-6, 1-7, and 1-9 in Problems in Evidence and read the assigned text and rules at the end of each of the problems. As stated in the syllabus, for this class, I will not call on students to argue these problems, but we will discuss them in class.
Federal Income Taxation of Corporations
The casebook for the course is Schwarz & Lathrope, Fundamentals of Corporate Taxation (Tenth Edition 2019).
In addition, we will be using Lathrope, Selected Federal Taxation Statutes. This should be the same statutory supplement that you used in Federal Income Taxation of Individuals.
For our first session (Thursday, January 11, 2023), please read pages 3-12 in the casebook.
Financial Restructuring and Business Bankruptcy
Financial Restructuring and Business Bankruptcy 2757-A Professor Scarcella – Spring 2024 Reading Assignment for Class 1 and Class 2
Professor Scarcella’s contact information :
	Email: [email protected]
	Telephone: (631) 712-6278
	Faculty Assistant: Ms. Jennifer Calautti – Office 223

Class time and location:
	Tuesdays, 4:10 p.m.-6 p.m.
	Room [To Be Announced]

Course Materials:
Levitan, Business Bankruptcy: Financial Restructuring and Commercial Markets (3d Edition, 2022) (Aspen Publishing)
Additionally, you will need a statutory supplement that contains the Bankruptcy Code (Title 11 of the United States Code) and Article 9 of the Uniform Commercial Code. You will need a 2021 or later statutory supplement for the Bankruptcy Code as that will include Subchapter V – Small Business Debtor Reorganization. If you did not take the Bankruptcy Law course, the supplements I suggest are:
	Elizabeth Warren and Robert M. Lawless, Bankruptcy and Article 9, 2023 Statutory Supplement (Aspen Publishing)
	Anne Lawton, Bankruptcy Code, Rules, and Official Forms , 2023 Law School Edition, (West Academic)

Class time will focus on the problem sets. The reading assignments and problem sets often have statutory citations to the Bankruptcy Code so please read the referenced statutory provisions.
Class Assignments:
	Chapter 1 (pp. 3-22) (20 pages)
	Chapter 11 (pp. 217-228) (12 pages)
	Problem Set 1
	Chapter 12 (pp. 231-252) (22 pages)
	Chapter 13 (pp. 253-269) (17 pages)
	Problems 12.1, 12.2, and 12.3
	Problem 13.1

International Law
Welcome to International Law!
Please register for the course on TWEN using your Hofstra email. A syllabus will be posted soon.
Our text is Janis, Noyes, & Sadat,  International Law:  Cases and Commentary (6 th ed. 2020). For the first assignment, please read pp.1-17 and be prepared to discuss the following questions:
	What is the international rule elaborated by Article 2 of the European Human Rights Convention (EHRC)?
	Are the rules in a treaty more like an international contract or an international statute? How are they different?
	Why did the United Kingdom consent to the rules set out in the EHRC?  
	Why did the United Kingdom consent to the jurisdiction of the ECHR? Why did the United Kingdom comply with the court’s decision? What did it cost? (in addition to £40 ,000?)

I look forward to our first class this Wednesday, January 10th at 10:10 am in room 14 , to seeing many of you again and to meeting those of you I don’t know yet!
Introduction to Asset Management Legal and Compliance
Zoom Meeting Tuesday 6:10-8 p.m.
Professors:
	Gariel Kutner: [email protected]
	Jennifer Mastronardi: [email protected]

Online Materials
There is no textbook for this class. Reading assignments will consist of a series of articles and other materials (please see Canvas for document entitled “Online Materials for Hofstra Class Spring 2024” for assigned readings). 
The reading for Class 1 will be spread over the first few classes so don’t worry if you do not get to everything for Class 1.
We look forward to meeting you on January 16th!
Course Date
	Class 1 – January 16, 2024

Topics to be Discussed
	What is Compliance?
	What is Risk?
	Types of Risk
	Overview of the Legal and Regulatory Structure Governing Asset Managers
	Overview of Key Constituents (asset management departments and personnel, board of directors, shareholders and regulators

Assigned Reading From “Online Materials” Document
	The Importance of Compliance in Business
	Ethics vs. Compliance
	Risk Management
	Asset Management Risk Management and Compliance

Introduction to Estate Planning
Prof. Johanna C. David, Esq.
Tuesdays: 6:10-8 p.m.
First Assignment: Read Ch. 1 of Estate Planning in a Nutshell; Matter of Fabbri (2 N.Y.2d 236,239); and Ch. 1 of Pennells Estate Planning and Drafting.
Lawyers’ Ethics
CRN# 23751; Course # 2897-B
Professor Robert M. Harrison
Welcome to Lawyers’ Ethics! Before our first class on Thursday, January 11, sign onto the course Canvas page where you will find the course syllabus. Please read it and come to class with any questions you have.
We will be using the following texts:
	Nathan M. Crystal and Grace M. Geisel,  Professional Responsibility: Problems of Practice and the Profession  (Seventh Edition).
	ABA Model Rules of Professional Conduct (2023 edition).

Your assignment for the first class is to read pages 1-26 in the Crystal and Geisel casebook, and skim the Model Rules.
The Policy and Business of Cryptocurrencies
Professor Shipkevich
Course Law: 2740-E
Welcome to The Policy and Business of Cryptocurrencies course for the Spring of 2024.
Our first class will be on Tuesday, January 16, 2024, at 8:10 am in Room 243.
Casebook: Digital Coins & Cryptocurrencies, Law & Regulation, Shipkevich (Carolina Academic Press)
	31 U.S.C. § 5103
	Casebook: pages 3 – 51

Private Equity
Assignment for Class 1 (Wednesday, January 17, 2024, 8:10-10:00AM, KUSHN 0243)
Professor: Wayne Davis
Email: [email protected]
The textbook for this class is Mastering Private Equity: Transformation via Venture Capital, Minority Investments & Buyouts by Claudia Zeisberger, Michael Prahl and Bowen White (John Wiley & Sons, Ltd., 2017). Reading assignments will consist of selected sections of the text and a series of articles and other materials (throughout the semester please check Canvas for document entitled “Online Materials for Hofstra Class Spring 2024” for assigned readings). Reading assignments will consist of a series of articles and other materials (please see Canvas for document entitled “Online Materials for Hofstra Class Spring 2024” for assigned readings).
The reading assignments for Class 1 are:
	From the textbook: Forward and Preface, pp. ix – xv; Chapter 1, Private Equity Essentials, pp. 5 – 18.
	At Canvas, Course Materials: “Private Equity, Class # 1, Wednesday, January 17, 2024;

“Introduction to Private Investment Funds -- Fund formation and investment management compliance”
Topics to be Discussed:
Introduction to Private Investment Funds
	Introductions -- goals.
	Private Equity Funds – privately held portfolio companies; closed end funds; limited liquidity.
	Venture Capital Funds – start-up privately held PCs; closed end; limited liquidity – monetization event (sale; IPO).
	Hedge Funds – publicly traded securities; open ended; liquid.
	S vs. non-U.S. based investment funds (target investor profile; capital raising).

I look forward to meeting you on January 17th!
Perspectives in Legal Analysis & Writing (all 3 sections)
Welcome to  Perspectives in Legal Analysis & Writing . The class will meet in person. However, we will also use an online classroom component for this course called Matrix. You will submit and receive all assignments through Matrix. In early January, you will receive an email from BARBRI with login information to access the Matrix course page prior to the first day of class. If you do not receive an email prior to January 10, please contact [email protected] . 
Aside from accessing Matrix, there is no prework before Class 1 . We will use a course book that will be distributed in class. 
If you have any questions before class, please feel free to reach out to one of us.
Regards, The ASP Team (Profs Lefton, Louis and D'Agostino)
Race and the Law
Required Books & First Assignment
The required books for this class are:
	Khiara Bridges, Critical Race Theory: A Primer (2019)
	Richard Delgado & Jean Stefancic, Critical Race Theory: An Introduction (3d ed. 2019)
	Derrick Bell, And We Are Not Saved (1989).

For our first class on Wednesday January 10, please read pages 1-57 in Bridges (above). A syllabus will be posted shortly before the class.
I look forward to meeting you all on Wednesday.
Selected Problems in New York Civil Practice
Professor Knobel
Textbook: Chase & Barker (“CB”) Civil Litigation in New York [7th edition] Treatise: Siegel, New York Practice [6th ed]
Assignment for January 11
	Subject Matter Jurisdiction
	Pages xxxi – xxxvi; 123-155; problem A
	Article VI NYS Constitution; Judiciary Law 190; CPLR 325

Sex-Based Discrimination
Required Course Materials: The required text is Katharine T Bartlett, Deborah L Rhode, Joanna L Grossman and Deborah Brake, Gender and the Law: Theory, Doctrine, Commentary (9th Edition, 2023). (“Gender and the Law”)
	Class meetings: Monday and Wednesdays 10:40 -12:00pm.
	Office hours: Monday and Wednesdays 12:30pm-2pm by appointment
	Office: 100C

First Assignment: The first class will be on Wednesday January 10 th 2024. Please read the following: Page 1-top of page 7 and 29-41 of Gender and the Law.
	Consider the various theoretical frameworks presented on pages 1-7 and how they interplay in the field of sex discrimination law.
	When reading the cases, try to identify the source of the discriminatory practice, the legal rationale that was given to try to justify the discriminatory practice and the harm it caused to women at the time.
	Compare and contrast the different legal reasonings provided by the Supreme Court in the cases of Muller v. Oregon 208 U.S 412 (1908) and Goesart v. Cleary 335 U.S 464 (1948). Think about how they are alike and how they differ.
	Please read the Declaration of Sentiments, Seneca Falls Convention on pages 38-40 and make a list of the issues addressed in this Declaration. Consider the various ways that the authors argue that a women’s right to work and be employed are affected by the list of discriminatory acts and practices set out in the document.

Voting Rights – Election Law
Professor Phil Solages
FIRST ASSIGNMENT
	The History of Voting Rights & Election Law
	U.S. Constitution: Article 1 §2 ¶ 1, Article 1 §2 ¶ 2, Article 1 §2 ¶ 4, Article 1 §3 ¶ 2, Article 1 §3 ¶ 3, Article 1 §4 ¶ 1, Article 1 §5 ¶ 1, Article 2 §1 ¶ 1, Article 2 §1 ¶ 2, Article 2 §1 ¶ 3, Article 2 §1 ¶ 4, & Article 2 §1 ¶ 5
	U.S. Constitutional Amendments: 15,19,24, & 26 Amendments
	NY Constitution Article 1, Section 1
	NY Constitution Article 2, Section 1 through 9
	Go to Canvas and make sure you have access to this course.

Fall - First Year
	Civil Procedure — Professor Gundlach
	Civil Procedure — Professor Sample
	Civil Procedure — Professor Zarin-Rosenfeld
	Criminal Law (Sections A1 and A2) — Professor Barron
	Criminal Law — Professor Burke
	Criminal Law — Professor Klein
	Criminal Law — Professor Malavé
	Legal Analysis, Writing & Research I (Section A-1) — Professor Colesanti
	Legal Analysis, Writing & Research I (Section A-2) — Professor Weintraub
	Legal Analysis, Writing & Research I (Section B-1)  — Professor Greene
	Legal Analysis, Writing & Research I (Section B-2) — Professor Franzella
	Legal Analysis, Writing & Research I (Section C-1) — Professor Stein
	Legal Analysis, Writing & Research I (Section C-2) — Professor McElroy
	Legal Analysis, Writing & Research I (Section D)  — Professor White
	Legal Methods  — Professor Damiano
	Torts — Professor Bush
	Torts — Professor Caffarone
	Torts — Professor Campbell
	Torts — Professor Greenwood

Civil Procedure
Professor Gundlach
First Day Assignment
You should gain access to the Canvas course page through the Hofstra portal, review the opening announcement, the syllabus, and the first module under Course Materials entitled Introduction and Overview Materials. Be sure to post a comment in the Discussion Thread entitled Introductions. And for our first class, read pp. 3-34 in the Freer Casebook.
First Assignment: Review the full syllabus (found on Canvas) and read per below.
Class 1 (Read prior to 1 st class session)
	Read pp. 1-top of p. 29 in the Casebook
	Look at Judicial Map, "Geographic Boundaries of United States Courts of Appeals and United States District Courts" (contained within the PDF of supplemental materials available on CANVAS)
	Read Avista Management, Inc. v. Wausau Underwriters Insurance Company (contained within the PDF of supplemental materials available on CANVAS)

Professor Zarin-Rosenfeld
First Two Assignments
Our Casebook will be Friedenthal et al. , Civil Procedure: Compact Thirteenth Edition for Shorter Courses . Supplemental cases will be posted on Canvas.
Please read the following for our First Class (Monday, Aug. 21) :
	Casebook Pages: 1-6, 31-36
	Supplemental Cases: Fuentes v. Shevin

In the order listed, please read the following for our Second Class (Tuesday, Aug. 22) :
	Casebook Pages: 202-03, 206 note 3
	Mitchell v. W.T. Grant Co. ;
	Ga. Finishing v. Di-Chem
	Casebook Pages: 207-08 note 6
	Supplemental Cases: Mathews v. Eldridge

Criminal Law (Sections A1 and A2)
Professor Barron
Course Materials We will be using  Kadish, Schulhofer, & Barkow, Criminal Law and Its Processes  (11TH edition) as our casebook. 
Please refer to the syllabus for both courses and please review the hypo set.
	Syllabus (PDF)
	Hypo Set (PDF)

Your readings are below.
	Chapter 3: Legality: Pages 189-232 
	Chapter 1: Justification for Punishment:  Pages 1-40; 48-53 
	Chapter 3: Proportionality:  Pages234-248

Criminal Law
Professor Burke
The required text for this class is Criminal Law: Cases and Materials (9th ed.) by Kaplan, Weisberg & Binder.
The assigned, required reading for the first day of class is pages 1-13 and 19-29 of the casebook PLUS an excerpt from Understanding Criminal Law by Joshua Dressler, which is posted on our Canvas course under “Assignments.” To be clear, the pages from Understanding Criminal Law are required, not supplemental or optional.
I'm looking forward to meeting all of you and am excited for the coming semester.
-Prof. Burke
The text book we are using for this course is Dressler and Garvey, Criminal Law; Cases and Comments (9 th ed West Academic). You can purchase it in the university bookstore or anywhere else you can find the same edition at more favorable rates.
For the 1 st class, please read the following pages in the Dressler book:
Assignment 1- Introduction: Setting the Stage
	Pages 1-8 (before section C)
	Pages 9-10 (proof of guilt at trial (< Notes and Questions, hereinafter “N and Q”)
	Pages 11 (note 2) – 13 (before note 5)

For those who are interested in the location of their seat, you should arrive at the 1 st class early and select the seat you want for the semester. There are assigned seats for the course which are determined by where you sit at the first class. A seating chart will be prepared based on where you sit for the first class.
Finally, but of no lesser importance, please carefully read the Syllabus which is posted on Canvass before the first class.
Please feel free to email me at [email protected] with any questions or comments. The symbol “<” in some assignments means to read up to but not including or past. I look forward to working with you during your time at Hofstra.
Professor Evelyn Malavé Room 100M [email protected]  
Assignment for First Class - August 22, 2023
Dear Class,
Welcome to Criminal Law! I look forward to meeting you all soon, and I hope you are enjoying the rest of your summer.
For the first day of class, please read pages 8-35 from our casebook, KADISH, SCHULHOFER, & BARKOW, CRIMINAL LAW AND ITS PROCESSES (11th ed. 2022). Shortly before classes start, I will also share the syllabus. Please review it before the first class.
Sincerely, Professor Malavé
Legal Analysis, Writing & Research I (Section B-2)
Professor Franzella
Welcome to Hofstra Law School. Our first class is on Monday, August 21 from 2:10pm-4:00pm in Kushner Hall Room 242.
Prior to our first class, please:
	Purchase the following books, which are available in the Hofstra Bookstore : Neumann , Legal Reasoning and Legal Writing (9th ed.);  The Bluebook, A Uniform System of Citation (21 st ed.). Be certain that you have the correct edition for each book.
	Lexis+ Registration Link :  https://register.lexisnexis.com
	Westlaw Registration Link:  https://lawschool.westlaw.com/register  
	If you have any questions on Lexis, please contact our Lexis representative Kacey Murphy. Her e-mail is: [email protected]
	If you have any questions on Westlaw, please contact our Westlaw account manager Estee Waxman at [email protected]
	Please be aware that you must also register for the Canvas page for this class. I post many class assignments and other documents there and use it to communicate with the class.
	Syllabus with Tentative Class Schedule;
	Lexis Learn Modules;
	Introduction to Legal Research.
	Read Neumann , Chs. 1 – 3 and 6.

I look forward to meeting each of you. In the meantime, enjoy the rest of your summer.
Legal Analysis, Writing & Research I (Section C-1)
Professor Stein
Welcome to Hofstra Law School. While you may be feeling somewhat intimidated by the prospect of three years of law school, don’t. Orientation is designed to lessen your apprehension and give you some tools to smooth the transition into law school. I will also do whatever I can to help.
Our scheduled class time is Mondays and Wednesdays from 8:10 am – 10:00 am in Room 205. Please read this letter carefully, it contains a lot of important information. Prior to our first Legal Analysis class, do the following:
Sign up for the TWEN page for this class immediately. TWEN is part of Westlaw. Westlaw registration information is in the packet that you received from admissions. We will use TWEN in the following ways:
This schedule and the other basic course documents are available on our class page;
There is a folder for each class labelled HW and Handouts for Class 1, etc. Consult that folder BEFORE each class. It contains the homework assignment/s that you must complete PRIOR to that class, as well as the handouts that we will be using during class (you should bring your computer to class with you every day. Even if you don’t use it for notetaking, it will give you access to the handouts); and
You will hand in your graded assignments on TWEN.
Prior to our first Legal Analysis class on Monday, August 21st, please do the following:
Purchase the following books, which are available in the Hofstra Bookstore: Neumann, Legal Reasoning and Legal Writing (9th ed.); Sloan, Basic Legal Research Tools and Strategies (8th Edition); The Bluebook, A Uniform System of Citation (21st ed.) and Interactive Citation Workbook for the Bluebook (2023 Edition). Be certain that you have the correct edition for each book.
You need to register for both Westlaw and Lexis, the two computer assisted legal research providers that we will be using. Again, the Westlaw registration information is in the packet that you received from admissions. You received an email from the library director, Hunter Whaley, with your Lexis code. If should have you did not, check with Isaac Samuels in the Law Library.
As previously mentioned, you must register for the TWEN page for this class imediately. I post homework and handouts on the page, and use it to communicate with the class. You will also be required to hand in most of your assignments using TWEN.
For our first class please read Chapters 1-3 in Legal Reasoning and Legal Writing. Because case briefing is so important, we will be reinforcing the skills that you were introduced to during orientation. Please review the case brief that you prepared for the Roberson case for your ITL class and bring it with you. If you did not brief that case for ITL, please do so before our first class; please also prepare Exercise II, on page 33. Finally, prepare a brief of the Costanza case on pp. 35-36, using the Case Briefing Form posted on TWEN. A couple of comments about this assignment:
	Please submit your typewritten Roberson and Costanza briefs through the “Assignments & Quizzes” tab on TWEN. This is how you will be submitting your assignments throughout the year so handing in the briefs this way is good practice.

Feel free to download the Case Briefing Form and use it for your briefs in all of your classes if you wish.
Be sure to allow enough time for this assignment as it is likely to take longer than you think and you will need to spend time looking up unfamiliar terms. You will be expected to participate in class discussions, even those held on the first day.
Please print out and read through the Course Outline and Guidelines that are posted on the TWEN page for this class. We will be discussing them during our first session.
Fill out the “Getting to Know You” form. The form is posted under the “Assignments & Quizzes” tab on TWEN. Once you have completed it, please submit it through the link that you will see on that page.
We begin our study of legal research at the same time as our study of legal analysis and writing. To begin this process, there are three training sessions that you must complete (Lexis, Westlaw, and Legal Research Strategies 101): All Westlaw and Lexis trainings will be done "live" on Zoom. These will be the only trainings offered and you MUST attend one. Attendance will be taken and a deduction will be taken from your professionalism grade for the course if you do not attend. Lexis Week of Aug 21 Students can register using the links below or by going to www.lexisnexis.com/lawschool
Monday, August 21st 1pm - 1:45pm
Tuesday, August 22nd 1pm - 1:45pm
Wednesday, August 23rd 1pm - 1:45pm
Thursday, August 24th 1pm - 1:45pm
Westlaw Week of Aug 28 Classes have been posted on the event training calendar on lawschool.tr.com .  It’s the same link for each session. https://us06web.zoom.us/j/7776514981
	August 28, 2023 12:20 PM - 1:00 PM  
	August 30, 2023 1:20 PM - 2:00 PM  
	September 1, 2023 12:20 PM - 1:00 PM

Legal Research Strategies 101 presented by Professor Lisa Spar, Assistant Director for Reference and Instructional Services and Special Professor of Law. YOU MUST COMPLETE THIS ONLINE PRESENTATION BY 6 PM on AUGUST 31st. View the presentation .
There is a handout that you will need when you watch this video, it is posted on TWEN under a tab entitled “Legal Research Strategies 101 Handouts.” This video is interactive and requires you to respond to questions. I am able to monitor who participated in each of the three trainings, if you do not complete all three, a deduction will be made from your professionalism grade.
	Finally, you will need to bring your computer to every class session because all homework and handouts for class will be posted on the TWEN page. I look forward to meeting each of you. In the meantime, enjoy the rest of your summer!

Legal Analysis, Writing & Research I
Professor Colesanti
View First Assignment (PDF)
Legal Analysis, Writing & Research I (Section A-2)
First Assignment for Prof. Weintraub’s Class (Legal Analysis, Writing, and Research I)
In advance of class on Monday, August 21 (Class #1):
	In Legal Reasoning and Legal Writing , please read Chapters 1, 2 (do the Exercise on page 21), and 3 (do Exercises I, II, and III).
	Please write an essay no longer than one double-spaced page as to whether you think legal writing is important for lawyers. Submit your essay on Canvas (once I get our class site up and running) any time before our first class. This essay is not graded. It may help you to view some videos on this following website . The interviews are of Supreme Court Justices talking about legal writing. The videos are intended to be helpful and interesting—there is no required minimum number of videos or amount of time that you must watch.

Also, within the first two weeks of classes, please complete the following LEXIS and Westlaw legal research training sessions: 
	Monday, August 21 st 1pm - 1:45pm
	Tuesday, August 22 nd 1pm - 1:45pm  
	Wednesday, August 23 rd 1pm - 1:45pm
	Thursday, August 24 th 1pm - 1:45pm
	August 28, 2023 12:20 PM - 1:00 PM
	August 30, 2023 1:20 PM - 2:00 PM

Legal Analysis, Writing & Research I (Section C-2)
Professor McElroy
Welcome to Hofstra Law School and to Legal Analysis, Writing & Research I. I am looking forward to working with you for the next academic year. This semester our classes are on Wednesdays and Fridays from 8:10 am -10:00 am in room 010 in Roosevelt Hall which is to your right as you are facing the law school.
The required books for the course are:
	Neumann,  Legal Reasoning and Legal Writing (9th ed.) and

The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation (21 st ed.);
I have posted two documents on the course’s TWEN and Canvas pages which you should read prior to our first class. They are: (1) the syllabus; and (2) the Generative AI Policy for Legal Writing & Academic Honesty & School Code of Conduct.. You are required to read the Generative AI Policy for Legal Writing & Academic Honesty & School Code of Conduct, sign it and submit the signed copy to me prior to September 1 st .
The TWEN page is entitled LAW&R I 2023 – McElroy. Please sign up as soon as possible as TWEN is how I communicate to the entire class and where I post assignments and materials. I will be using both platforms as I am transitioning to Canvas but I want to be sure you receive everything you need.
Below are the assignments for the first three classes.
CLASS & ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE
Class No. 1
	Date:  Wed. 8/23
	Read Chapters 1-3 and 5 in the Neumann book. As you read the Costanza case beginning on page 35, ask yourself which category of a case brief each sentence of the opinion is conveying. The brief template is posted on TWEN.
	Be prepared to discuss Exercises II & III in Chapter 3 (p. 33-34);
	Be prepared to contribute to the discussion creating a brief of the Costanza case (pages 35-36), using the briefing template on TWEN.

Class No. 2
	Date:  Fri. 8/25
	Read In re $82,000 More or Less posted on TWEN and prepare a brief of the case using the briefing template also posted on TWEN.
	Read chapters 6 and 11-14 in the Neumann book; skim (and I do mean skim) pages 1 – 24 in the Bluebook.
	We will discuss the In re $82,000 case, the Bluebook and topics covered in Neumann reading.
	Read case series posted on TWEN for Wednesday.

Class No. 3
	Date:  Wed. 8/30
	Read Chapters 7 and 9
	Read the Nansen v. Byrd exercise which is posted on TWEN and appears on pages 46-47
	Be prepared to discuss Nansen v. Byrd.
	Brief the case from the case series assigned to you and be prepared to discuss all cases.
	Librarian introduction.

Legal Analysis, Writing & Research I (Section B-1)
Professor Greene
Welcome to Legal Analysis Writing and Research and to Law School! Please complete the assignment below before our first class. I look forward to meet you all – Professor Greene
Read Chs 1-3; please pay special attention to the Roberson case (p. 26) and prepare Exercise II (p. 33).
Legal Analysis, Writing & Research I (Section D)
Professor White
Welcome to Hofstra Law School. Our first class is on Wednesday, August 23 from 4:10 – 6 p.m. in Kushner Hall, Room 242.
Prior to our first class, please :
	Neumann , Legal Reasoning and Legal Writing (9th ed.);
	The Bluebook, A Uniform System of Citation (21 st ); and
	Norton, Interactive Citation Workbook for The Bluebook (2023 ed.).
	Be certain that you have the correct edition for each book.
	Lexis Registration Link:  https://register.lexisnexis.com
	Westlaw Registration Link: https://lawschool.westlaw.com/register
	Please register ASAP for the TWEN page for this class (via Westlaw). I post many class assignments and other documents there and use it to communicate with the class.
	In addition to registering for Lexis and Westlaw, you will need to participate in on-line research training for these providers as well as on-line research training from the law library. All of this training must be completed by Friday, September 1 at 5 p.m. The Lexis training will be conducted the week of August 21 and the Westlaw training will be conducted the week of August 28. The law library training is pre-recorded and can be done on your own schedule. Please consult the “Legal Research Training” document I posted on TWEN in the “Legal Research” tab for information on how to sign up/view each of these three trainings.
	Read the (i) Syllabus, and (ii) Class Schedule & Assignments Part I that I will be posting the week of August 14 on TWEN in the “Course Materials” tab. We will review these together in our first class.
	Read Chapters 1-3 and 6 in the Neumann Brief the following case posted in the “First Class Assignment” tab and be prepared to discuss in our first class: J’Aire Corp. v. Gregory, 598 P.2d 60 (Ca. 1979).
	Please complete the “Student Survey Fall Semester” posted on TWEN in the “First Class Assignment” tab and email it to me at [email protected] by noon on Tuesday, August 22. Your answers are confidential and will be read only by me.

Again, welcome to Hofstra Law School. I look forward to meeting each of you!
Legal Methods
Administrative Details: Class meetings: Tuesday and Thursdays: 8.10 am -9.30am in Koppl 206. Email: [email protected] Office hours: Monday and Wednesday 10am -12pm and by appointment Assistant: Jennifer Calautti, Room 223 Course webpage: CANVAS
First Assignment: The first class will be on August 22 2023.
	We will be reviewing the structure of the class and the semester;
	Please ensure that you have read the syllabus (posted on CANVAS) ahead of the first class;
	Please make sure that you have set up your passwords and access to LexisNexis, Westlaw, Hofstra Portal, West’s Study Aids and CALI.

Professor Bush
Reading assignment for first class:
Topic: The Negligence “Theory”                             “Wrongful” Conduct
Reading (in Franklin/Rabin Casebook [FR]): FR pages 1-20 ( Hammontree v. Jenner )
Topic: Risk/Avoidance Theory                                
Reading (in Franklin/Rabin Casebook [FR]): FR pages 37-55 ( Brown v. Kendall, Adams v. Bullock, U.S. v. Carroll Towing)
FULL COURSE SYLLABUS AND FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE ON “CANVAS” BY AUGUST 7. 
Professor Caffarone
Welcome to Hofstra Law School. Our first class is on Tuesday, August 22 from 10:10-12:00 in room 230. Prior to our first class, please:
	Dan B, Dobbs et al., Torts and Compensation: Personal Accountability and Social Responsibility for Injury ( 2017 Concise 8 th Edition ).
	Review the Course Syllabus posted on Canvas.
	Read Dobbs , Chs. 1-2. Prepare case briefs of the Van Camp v. McAfoos and Dillon v. Frazer cases found in the reading. You may (but are not required to) use the briefing template provided on Canvas.

Please note that I will “cold call” students off a randomly generated list every class, including the first class.
Professor Campbell
The following are the assignments for the first week of class from the coursebook if anyone wants to read ahead. Also, please review the syllabus, which will be posted on Canvas and emailed to you, before the first day of class.
The course textbook is: Best, Barnes & Kahn-Fogel,  Basic Tort Law: Cases, Statutes, and Problems   (5th ed.)
	Introduction to Torts and overview of the class——pp. 1-14
	Negligence: The Duty of Reasonable Care. The Reasonable Person Standard —pp. 107-118 (Stop at Part III)  
	The Range of Application of the Reasonable Person Standard— pp. 118-129; pp. 129-141

Best, Colleen
Professor Greenwood
Welcome to torts!
Please register for the course on TWEN. You will find a course introduction and a syllabus including reading assignments there. Before the first class, please complete the first reading assignment and post an introduction. 
The purpose of the introduction is for us to begin to get to know each other (not to impress future employers) so include something memorable about you or important to you. 
You should also include anything that might be relevant to the course. Have you ever committed or been the victim of a tort? Worked in a field where employers worry (or don’t worry enough) about safety? Driven a car and thought you could hurt someone quite easily?
See you soon,
Dan Greenwood
	Approaches to Legal Analysis & Writing (LAW-2734-2) — Professor Caporale - D'Agostino
	Approaches to Legal Analysis & Writing — Professor Lefton
	Criminal Law (Section B2) — Professor Barron
	Criminal Law — Professor Malavé
	Torts (Section C) — Professor Caffarone
	Torts — Professor Stark

Please access my Canvas course page through the Hofstra portal, review the opening announcement, the syllabus, and the first module under Course Materials entitled Introduction and Overview Materials. Be sure to post a comment in the Discussion Thread entitled Introductions. And for our first class, read pp. 3-24 in the Freer Casebook.
Criminal Law (Section B2)
The syllabus for the course is posted on its Canvas site. You should be able to access it. If you cannot, please let me know. My email is  [email protected] . 
We will be using Kadish, Schulhofer, & Barkow, Criminal Law and Its Processes (11th edition) as our casebook. Your assignment for the first 2 weeks of class will come from the casebook and is set forth below.
Weeks 1 -2 : 
	Chapter 3: Legality,  189-232 
	Chapter 1: Justification for Punishment, 1-40; 48-53 
	Chapter 3: Proportionality 234-248 

I look forward to our semester together.
Assignment for First Class - August 24, 2022
Professor Evelyn Malavé Room 100M (516) 463-5874 [email protected]
Welcome to Criminal Law!
Our text is: Kadish, Schulhofer, & Barkow, Criminal Law and Its Processes (11th ed. 2022)
Please read the assignment below for our first class on August 24, 2022. Casebook (CB): 1-8, 67-75, 77-84, 16-27. 
Please sign in on the Class TWEN page using your Hofstra email.
Shortly before classes start, I will post a syllabus on the TWEN page. Please review it before the first class.
I look forward to meeting you all soon, and enjoy the rest of your summer!
Sincerely, Evelyn Malavé
Approaches to Legal Analysis & Writing (LAW-2734-1)
Hello, I are looking forward to seeing you in Approaches to Legal Analysis & Writing on Monday, August 22 at 10:10 in Room 202.
The  coursebook  we will use is titled Legal Reasoning Case Files , by Kris Franklin. This book should be available in the Hofstra Book Store. There is no  prework  before the first class. Please feel free to reach out to us with any questions.
Regards, Prof Caporale - D'Agostino
Approaches to Legal Analysis & Writing (LAW-2734-2)
Hello, I are looking forward to seeing you in Approaches to Legal Analysis & Writing on Wednesday, August 24 at 10:10 in Room 202.

Approaches to Legal Analysis & Writing
Hello, I am looking forward to seeing you at the first class of  Approaches to Legal Analysis & Writing (ALAW)  on Thursday, August 25 at 4:10PM in Roosevelt 010.
The coursebook we will use is titled  Legal Reasoning Case Files , by Kris Franklin. This book should be available in the Hofstra Book Store. There is  no  prework  before the first class. 
Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions.
Regards, Prof Lefton
Professor Kevin McElroy
Welcome to Hofstra Law School and to Legal Analysis, Writing & Research I.  I am looking forward to working with you for the next academic year.  This semester our classes are on Monday and Wednesday from 8:10-10 a.m. in room 206.  We may need to re-schedule our September 6 th class to Tuesday or Friday afternoon, but we will discuss that in class.
	The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation (21 st );

I will be posting the syllabus on the course TWEN page soon.  The TWEN page is entitled LAW&R I 2022 – McElroy.  Please sign up as soon as possible as TWEN is how I communicate to the entire class and where I post assignments and materials.  Before that be on the lookout for emails from me.
The assignments for the first three classes are:
	READING ASSIGNMENT: Read Chapters 1-3 and 5 in the Neumann book.  As you read the Costanza case beginning on page 35, ask yourself which category of a case brief each sentence of the opinion is conveying. The brief template is posted on TWEN.
	COMMENTS: Be prepared to discuss Exercises II & III in Chapter 3 (p. 33-34); Be prepared to contribute to the discussion creating a brief of the Costanza case (pages 35-36), using the briefing template on TWEN.  
	READING ASSIGNMENT: Read In re $82,000 More or Less posted on TWEN and prepare a brief of the case using the briefing template also posted on TWEN. Read chapters 6 and 11-14 in the Neumann book; skim (and I do mean skim) pages 1 – 24 in the Bluebook.
	COMMENTS: We will discuss the In re $82,000 case, the Bluebook and topics covered in Neumann reading. Read case series posted on TWEN for Monday.  
	READING ASSIGNMENT: Read Chapters 7 and 9; Read the Nansen v. Byrd exercise which is posted on TWEN and appears on pages 46-47 .
	COMMENTS: Be prepared to discuss Nansen v. Byrd. Brief the case from the case series assigned to you and be prepared to discuss all cases.

Welcome to Law School!
The assignment to be completed prior to the first class is posted on the TWEN page for our class, under a tab that reads “Assignment for First Class”. Once you have registered for Westlaw, sign up for the TWEN page, read the letter carefully and be sure to follow the instructions .
I look forward to meeting you all, Professor Stein
Torts (Section C)
Welcome to Hofstra Law School. Our first class is on Tuesday, August 23 from 10:10-12:00 in room 230. Prior to our first class, please:
	Dan B, Dobbs et al., Torts and Compensation: Personal Accountability and Social Responsibility for Injury (2017 Concise 8 th Edition).  
	Review the Course Syllabus posted on Canvas.  

Assignment for First Class
Professor Barbara Stark, Room 116 (Library), e-mail:  [email protected]
Welcome to Torts!  Our text is:
Dan B. Dobbs et al., Torts and Compensation: Personal Accountability and Social Responsibility for Injury (2017 Concise 8 th Edition) 
Please read the assignment set out below and be prepared to answer the indicated questions.
You do not need to print out the syllabus and power points, which will be distributed at the beginning of class. They are posted on TWEN for your convenience.
Also, please sign in on the Class TWEN page using your Hofstra email. 
No Laptops or Phones During Class            
This course does not lend itself to laptop note-taking.  Surveys indicate that students are more satisfied with the learning environment in no-laptop courses.  Although some students prefer to use laptops, a larger number of students in the surveys say that classrooms are quieter, they can hear the teacher and other students better, and they feel more engaged in the classroom experience with fewer distractions.  Accordingly, in Torts you may not use a laptop or any other electronic device, including phones, during class. If these devices are out during class, I will assume you are using them, and you will be considered unprepared for that class.
CLASS 1 pp. 3-24
	What is a tort?
	What was wrong with Van Camp’s complaint against Mark?
	Please be prepared to answer the questions raised in Notes 3-6 at p. 10.

Fall - Upper Division
	Accounting & Finance for Lawyers — Professor Neurman
	Approaches to Legal Analysis & Writing — Professors D’Agostino (Caporale), Lefton and Louis
	Bankruptcy Law — Judge Scarcella
	Broker/Dealer Regulation — Professor Sabino
	Business Organizations — Professor Lyman
	Business Planning Seminar — Professor Galler
	Commercial Leasing — Professor Lefton
	Constitutional Law II — Professor Charlow
	Constitutional Law II — Professor Freedman
	Criminal Procedure I — Professor Gordon
	Criminal Procedure II: Adjudication — Professor Burke
	Delivering Access to Justice In a Challenged Society — Judge Fisher
	Derivatives Law and Regulation — Professor Kalbaugh
	Drafting & Negotiating Contracts & Statutes — Professor Neumann
	Elder Law — Professors Abrandt and Daleo
	Employment Law — Professor Fernbach
	Energy Law and Policy — Professor Hickey
	Entertainment Law — Professor Meggett
	Evidence — Professor Freedman
	Externship Seminar, Judicial — Judge Fisher
	Family Law with Skills — Professor Schepard
	Federal Courts  — Professor Sample
	Federal Criminal Law  — Professor Schroeder
	Federal Income Taxation of Individuals — Professor Galler
	Foundational Lawyering Skills — Professors Krieger and Gordon
	Fundamentals of the Law of Cybersecurity — Professor Kuperschmid and Professor Osborne
	Health Law — Professor Mazzagatti
	International Business Transactions — Professor Neumann
	International Human Rights — Professor Stark
	International Transaction Skills — Professor Lites
	Jurisprudence Seminar — Professor Sinha
	Labor Law — Professor Fernbach
	Law and Role of In-House Counsel — Professor Lampert
	Lawyers’ Ethics — Professor Liebmann
	Lawyers’ Ethics — Professor Louis
	Legal and Bioethical Responses to Healthcare Challenges — Professor Dunbrook
	Legal Research and Writing for International Students — Professor Damiano
	Mediation Seminar — Professor Diamond
	Mergers & Acquisitions — Professor Klein
	Perspectives in Legal Analysis & Writing — Professors Lefton, Louis and D'Agostino
	Pre-Trial Skills — Judge Cozzens
	Real Estate Development Seminar — Professor Ostrow
	Real Estate Transactions — Professor Castellanos
	Religion and The Constitution — Professor Charlow
	Social Media and the Law — Professor Tabibi
	Secured Transactions — Professor Hamroff
	State and Local Government Seminar — Professor Herzfeld
	Trademarks — Professor Platt
	Wills, Trusts and Estates — Professor Gans

Accounting & Finance for Lawyers
Professor Neurman
There is no assignment for the first class. 
Professors D’Agostino (Caporale), Lefton and Louis
Welcome to Approaches to Legal Analysis and Writing (ALAW). There is no pre-work assignment for the first class. We look forward to meeting you!
Profs. D’Agostino (Caporale), Lefton and Louis
Bankruptcy Law
Reading Assignment for Class 1 and Class 2
Professor Scarcella’s contact information : Email: [email protected] Telephone: 631-712-6278 Faculty Assistant: Ms. Jennifer Calautti – Office 223
Class time and location: Tuesdays, 4:10 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Room 205
Course Materials
	Epstein, Markell, Nickles & Ponoroff, Bankruptcy: Dealing with Financial Failure for Individuals and Businesses (5th ed.) (West 2021)
	Bankruptcy Code, Rules and Official Forms, 2023 Law School Edition, Charles J. Tabb (West Academic)

The reading assignments are from the course textbook, Bankruptcy: Dealing with Financial Failure for Individuals and Businesses . Also, please read the Bankruptcy Code sections discussed in the reading materials and as set forth below in the reading assignments. The Bankruptcy Code sections are in Bankruptcy Code, Rules and Official Forms . The reading assignments are intended as background for the concepts that we will be discussing in class.
Class 1: August 22
	problems 2-1, 2-2, 2-3 on pp. 36-37
	97-99 (up to problem 4-1)
	107-108; problem 4-5 on p. 109
	Bankruptcy Code § 101(13), 301, 302, 303
	Bankruptcy Code § 109(e): Debt ceiling for Chapter 13: $2.75 million of combined secured and unsecured debt
	Official Forms 101 and 201

Class 2: August 29
	Official Form 106E/F (Schedules) and Official Form 410 (Proof of Claim)
	66-67; problems 3-14 to 3-16; Bankruptcy Code §101(5)
	152-157; problems 5-21, 5-22; Bankruptcy Code §§ 501, 502(a), 502(b)(1), (2), (6), 1111(a)
	157-163; problems 5-25, 5-26 (parts 1 and 2); 5-29, 5-31 Bankruptcy Code §§ 507(a)(1), (2), (4), (5), 503(b)(1), (2), (9)
	168-173 (up to Turnover of Repossessed Collateral) Bankruptcy Code § 510(a), (c); problems 5-32, 5-33, 5-34  
	Official Form 106D
	81-86; problems 3-18, 3-19
	Bankruptcy Code 506(a)(1), (2)  
	Equality of Distribution, pp. 58-59

Broker/Dealer Regulation
Professor Sabino
Dear Students:
Welcome to Broker/Dealer Regulation for the Fall of 2023.
This is an Upper Division class. 
This is also a fully “in person” class. No remotes, unless I have an emergency. 
Please consult the Syllabus for your first class readings (as well as the subsequent ones). 
The first class is Monday, 21 August 2023, commencing at 4:10 P.M.  sharp .
Specifically, the first class readings are:
	Chevron, U.S.A. v. Natural Resources Defense Council , 467 U.S. 837 (1984);  Blue Chip Stamps v. Manor Drug Stores , 421 U.S. 723 (1975). 

Please enjoy the remains of your summer, and I shall see you in class.
Prof. Sabino 
Business Organizations
Hofstra Law School
Business Organizations – Professor Lyman – Fall 2023
Texts: Assignments are from Bainbridge, Business Associations (11 th edition 2021) [“KRB” below]. The Restatement 3d of Agency can be found in the assigned supplement, or you can find it online.
Class web page: You are required to register on the TWEN site for this class with an email address that you check regularly; the website facilitates the exchange of ideas and provides interested students with an opportunity to participate in online discussions. Registration and participation are an essential part of this course. Students should check the website regularly throughout the semester. 
Please note: I use power point slides in class, and I will post them on the TWEN site under “slides” at least 24 hours before each class. 
Assignment: Please read the following for our first class.
	SB 1-16; 33-4 [Review problems];
	Restatement 3d of Agency, Chapter 1

Business Planning Seminar
Assignment for Friday, August 25, 2023: Please read casebook pages 35-51 and prepare to discuss Problem 3-A.
Commercial Leasing
Professor Lefton
Welcome to Commercial Leasing. We will use the following casebook: Bogart, Hammond & Marsh, Commercial Leasing: A Transactional Primer (2020)
Please read  Chapter 1 (Letter of Intent)  before the first class. I look forward to seeing you on Thursday, August 24 th  at 10:10AM in Roosevelt 010. 
If you have any questions before class, please feel free to reach out to me.
Nicole R. Lefton  (she/her/hers) Professor,  Director of Academic Support  & Bar Exam Preparation Maurice A. Deane School of Law at Hofstra University 121 Hofstra University, Ste. 223A, Hempstead, NY 11549 (516) 463-4008 [email protected]
Constitutional Law II
Professor Charlow
Fall 2023 First Assignment
Text: Choper, Dorf, Fallon, and Schauer, Constitutional Law , 14 th edition,
plus 2023-2024 Supplement (not yet available)
Assignment for the first week (Monday August 21 – Wednesday August 23):
Incorporation, Text pages 419-435
Reproductive Freedom, pages 436-497
Professor Eric M. Freedman
	Download the Part 1 of the syllabus and read it with care through Unit I. Allow ample time for this.
	Prepare Assignments 1 -3 for the first week of class as indicated in the syllabus.
	In the event of any logistical difficulties, contact my always-helpful assistant, Joyce Amore Cox, [email protected] .

Professor Gordon
Welcome to Crim Pro I
Required Text You may use either the softbound or hardbound version of the Dressler, Thomas, and Medwed Criminal Procedure casebook (8 th Edition). The softbound version contains all chapters from the hardbound version that we will be discussing this semester. The hardbound version includes chapters that go beyond the topics covered in this course. Page numbering is the same in both versions.
Hardbound: Criminal Procedure: Principles, Policies, and Perspectives, 8th Edition - ISBN: 9781636597904
Softbound: Criminal Procedure, Investigating Crime, 8th Edition - ISBN: 9781647087739
For the First Class:
Assignment #1
Watch: The Bill of Rights: Overview by constitutioncenter.org https://youtu.be/tBlXRS_Npno
Failures, pp. 9-31 Gerald B. Lefcourt – Responsibilities of a Criminal Defense Attorney, pp.31 America the Violent, pp. 32-35 The Norms of the Criminal Process, pp. 35-44 The Bill of Rights and the Fourteenth Amendment: The Incorporation Story, pp.47-48 The Best Trial in the World, pp. 61-66
Criminal Procedure II: Adjudication
The required text book is Criminal Procedure: Adjudication (4th ed) by Erwin Chemerinsky & Laurie Levenson, ISBN 978154384609. No supplement is necessary.
The reading assignment for the first class is pages 1-11 and 31-50 (end before section C).
I’m looking forward to getting to know you this semester.
Delivering Access to Justice In a Challenged Society
Judge Fisher
View training videos particularly the Zendesk video. See syllabus for reading assignment Judge Fern Fisher (Ret)
Derivatives Law and Regulation
Gary E. Kalbaugh Classroom: KOPPL 0205 CRN: 93793 6:10 PM-8 p.m. [email protected]
Course Materials : Kalbaugh, Derivatives Law and Regulation , 3d ed. (Carolina Academic Press 2021), ISBN: 978-1531021108. Other materials will be made available via TWEN or class handouts.
FIRST DAY ASSIGNMENT Please read Derivatives Law and Regulation, pages 3–45 in advance of our first day of class. Please also go to the course page for the class at TWEN for the syllabus and other materials.
Drafting & Negotiating Contracts & Statutes
Professor Neumann
The First Two Weeks of Class
Class will not meet on August 22 or 24. The first DNCS class will be August 29.
The August 29 and 31 classes might be 10 or 15 minutes longer than usual.
You have received the following by email:
	the Syllabus (which is also in the Drafting Supplement, pages 1–9)
	A Word file titled “DNCS – classes 1 & 2”
	Another Word file: “DNCS – classes 3 & 4"

Please read the Syllabus right now.  The Word files are for exercises that require you to rewrite badly drafted provisions. See the syllabus, pages 5 and 6.
Readings for class are heavier at the beginning of the semester to prepare you to draft documents on your own. There will be less reading later while you’re drafting.
Chapters, pages, and exercises listed below are in the drafting textbook — unless the Drafting Supplement is specified.
For Tuesday, August 29 — (This is a lot of reading. Set aside plenty of time for it.)
	Read Chs. 1, 2 & 3 (pp. 3–42)
	Read Apps. A & B (pp. 515–521)
	In the Drafting Supplement, read pp. 11–33
	Read Chs. 5 & 6 (pp. 57–79)
	(Be prepared to discuss all of the above.)
	Do Excs. 5-A and 5-B (pp. 67–70) — use the Word file titled “DNCS – classes 1 & 2 ”
	Do Exc. 6-A (pp. 79–80) (but not the 2d item on p. 80) — use the Word file “DNCS – classes 1 & 2 ”
	In the Drafting Supplement, read pp. 34–39 and do the Find the Gaps exercise on p. 39

For Thursday, August 31 —
	Read Ch. 7 (pp. 81–100)
	Do Excs. 7-A, 7-B, 7-C, and 7-D (pp. 100–101) — use the Word file “DNCS – classes 1 & 2”

Tuesday, September 5 — No DNCS — Monday classes meet this day.
For Thursday, September 7 —
	Read Chs. 8 & 9 (pp. 103–125)
	In the Drafting Supplement, read pp. 44–55
	Do Exc. 8-A (p. 115) — use the Word file “DNCS – classes 3 & 4”
	Do Excs. 9-A, 9-B, and 9-C (pp. 125–127) — use the Word file “DNCS – classes 3 & 4”

Professors Abrandt and Daleo
The Developing Field of Elder Law Redux: Ten Years After
University of Illinois Elder Law Journal, Vol. 10, p. 1, 2002 U. of Pittsburgh Legal Studies Research 14 Pages Posted: 23 Feb 2009
In 1993, Professor Frolik helped initiate The Elder Law Journal's first issue with his essay, The Developing Field of Elder Law: A Historical Perspective. Today, with the publication of the tenth volume of the Journal, Professor Frolik looks back over the past decade to reflect on the changes that have occurred within the field. In the past, he writes, Medicaid planning was thought by many to be the core of an elder law practice. This was not the case ten years ago, however, and it is certainly not true in the twenty-first century; elder law attorneys must practice in multifarious areas that, taken together, constitute late life legal planning. In his essay, Professor Frolik examines some of the fields that interface with elder law, such as estate planning, retirement planning, and health care. He concludes by describing some of the reasons that elder law's acceptance in the academy has been slow, despite its growth in private practice, and notes the difficulties young attorneys face in receiving elder law training.
Keywords:  elder law practice, development, legal education, training, estate planning, retirement planning, health care, health insurance
Suggested Citation:
Frolik, Lawrence A., The Developing Field of Elder Law Redux: Ten Years after. University of Illinois Elder Law Journal, Vol. 10, p. 1, 2002, U. of Pittsburgh Legal Studies Research, Available at SSRN:  https://ssrn.com/abstract=1348080
	Download This Paper
	Open PDF in Browser
	Lawrence A Frolik & Melissa C Brown For example, in some states, the purchase of an annuity is not considered a disqualifying transfer of assets for Medicaid eligibility purposes, while other states, such as Pennsylvania claim it is ADVISING THE ELDERLY OR DISABLED CLIENT, p. 14 - 18 Posted: 2001
	This is true although both states are interpreting the same federal Medicaid stat ute. 16. Current Medicaid planning can be traced from the 1993 amendments to the Medicaid statute. 42 U.s.c. § 1396a Posted: 1994  
	E G See , Eric M Carlson , Long-Term Care Advocacy Posted: 1999
	J Susan Crossref

Employment Law
Professor Fernbach
Tuesday and Thursday 8:40 am- 10:00 am, Rm Roosevelt 10
Textbook: Employment Law, Cases and Materials, Ninth Edition, 2020, Foundation Press By Rothstein, Liebman Yurako, & Garden. 
	Chapter 1 Work & Law – 3-14
	Chapter 2 Overview and Development of Employment Law
	Pages 18-42

Energy Law and Policy
Professor Hickey
1st Assignment for Tuesday 8/22 and Thursday 8/23
Dear Class:
Welcome Back for the Fall Semester and welcome to Energy Law and Policy!
The Syllabus will be posted next week on Canvas.
Our first assignment is pages 1-33 of Chapter One of our casebook. The casebook is the same one used as last year, -- the 5 th Edition of Eisen, Hammnd et al, Energy, Economics and the Environment, Cases and Materials published by Foundation Press (2020).
We will also take up pages 1-11 of our “Chapter One Handouts” which will be posted in Canvas “hopefully” this week. I will also bring hard copies for you of Chapter One handouts to our first class.
During our first classes, we learn fundamental notions to which we will refer back to repeatedly throughout the course:
	Who “does” Energy Law and how does one go about becoming an Energy Lawyer? What do energy lawyers “do”?
	What is energy and how does energy do work for us human beings? What are the fundamental predicates upon which the body of energy laws is constructed?
	We will spend some time examining the energy flow charts on pages 4-8 of the Chapter One handouts. Try to become familiar with these energy flow charts as they present a useful “picture” of the USA’s energy sources and uses and the relations amongst them. These energy flows are greatly affected by energy laws and regulations.
	We will learn about energy fuel cycles and government regulatory cycles and the relation between them. That relationship is fundamental to crafting energy laws and regulations and understanding energy laws and regulations already crafted. That relationship, we will learn, is determined most fundamentally by politics and economics.

There is a very helpful introduction to energy and its use on the Federal Energy Information Agency’s (EIA) “Kids page” .
Best Regards
Entertainment Law
Professor Meggett
View Syllabus (PDF)
	Download Part 1 of the syllabus and read it with care through Unit I. Allow ample time for this.
	Prepare the assignments for the first week of class as indicated in the syllabus.

Externship Seminar, Judicial
Learning Goals Memo due day before class by 5pm. See syllabus for content guidelines Judge Fern Fisher (Ret)
Family Law with Skills
Professor Schepard
Welcome to FLWS for Fall 2023. I look forward to working with you.
Find the Course site on Canvas. This will be our principal communications vehicle. Be sure you can access all the parts of Canvas site.
Here is the assignment for our first class
Monday, 8/21/23
	Getting to Know You and Each Other
	Name and year (2L, 3L)
	Where are you from?
	What is your experience with Family Law (you don’t need to have any)?
	What do you want to get out of the Course?
	Fun fact about you that you are willing to share (e.g. I was the Tuba player in my high school marching band) You can also find these questions in the Canvas folder under Assignments labelled “Opening Day Materials.” Be prepared to introduce your partner to the class based on how he or she answers the interview question s in about 30 seconds.
	Read Course Overview and Course Schedule and Assignments. It can be found Syllabus Section of the Course Canvas site)
	An article on the philosophy and development of Family Law with Skills Can be found in the Canvas folder “Opening Day Materials under “Assignments”  
	Read Brooke S.B. v. Elizabeth A. C.C. , 28 N.Y.3d 1, 61 N.E.3d 628 (2016) (Can be found in Opening Day Materials folder)
	Opening Day Questions – You will find the questions in the Opening Day materials folder. Answer the questions individually. Please be prepared to discuss your answers in class.
	Brooke SB Questions

Federal Courts
If you are using H&W
	6 th edition Casebook pp. 49-80 (please read for the first class)
	 7 th edition Casebook 49-81
	Marbury v. Madison,
	Note – Historical Background,
	Note – Jurisdictional Holdings,
	Note – Arguments for Judicial Review,
	Note – Function of Adjudication,
	Supreme Court and the Models,
	Discretion, Prudence, and the Judicial Function

If you are using Siegel (2 nd ) (pagination for 3 rd edition should be similar)
	Siegel 2 nd pp. 3-middle of page 26
	Marbury v. Madison & Notes and Questions
	Cooper v. Aaron
	[Skim] Jackson’s veto message & Lincoln’s First Inaugural Address
	[Skim] Notes on judicial supremacy

Federal Criminal Law
Professor Schroeder
First Day Reading Assignment
Read pages 1 through 57 in the casebook:
Federal White Collar Crime: Cases and Materials ,  8th edition by Julie R. O'Sullivan West Academic Publishing ISBN-13: 9781636593852
Federal Income Taxation of Individuals
The casebook for the course is Freeland, Lathrope, Lind & Stephens, Fundamentals of Federal Income Taxation (20 th edition 2022). 
In addition, we will be using Lathrope, Selected Federal Taxation Statutes. The 2021, 2022 and 2023 editions are acceptable.
For our first session (Monday, August 21, 2023), please read item #1 on the course syllabus that is posted on the course TWEN page. A pdf of the assigned pages is available on the course TWEN page for students who do not yet have their books. 
WE WILL BE USING TWEN, NOT CANVAS, IN THIS COURSE.
Foundational Lawyering Skills
Professors Stefan H. Krieger and Celia Gordon
Assignment for Large—Group Class – August 24, 2023: Introduction to the Course
Readings: ELS chs. 1, 2 (pp. 3-24) and 10 (pp. 175-84)
The first class in the course will be the large-group class on Thursday, August 24. No Skills Lab is scheduled for Tuesday, August 22.
All the materials for all of the sections of the course are available on Canvas for the course FOUNDATIONAL LAWYERING SKILLS (no section). We have posted in the Modules tab on Canas the course syllabus and materials for each unit of the course. (The course syllabus is available as a Module, not in the Syllabus tab on Canvas.)
In our August 24 class, we will start by reviewing the goals of this course and providing a general overview of the topics we will cover. We will also answer any questions about the course, the syllabus, or evaluation process.
Then, we will show the class a clip from a film and ask you to identify all the significant facts that are shown. For this exercise, we will focus on the discussion in chapter 10 of the text.
Fundamentals of the Law of Cybersecurity
Steven J. Kuperschmid
Nicole E. Osborne
First Class Assignment
	Cybersecurity Tech Basics: Hacking and Network Intrusions: Overview, Practical Law Practice Note
	Cybersecurity Tech Basics: Malware and End User Attacks: Overview, Practical Law Practice Note
	Cybersecurity Tech Basics: Ransomware: Overview, Practical Law Practice Note

Professor Frank A. Mazzagatti
First Class Assignment  
	The assignment for first class meeting on Tuesday August 22, 2023:
	Casebook pp. 1-12; 12-15 (incl. notes 1-3); 16-18; 21-30 (incl. notes 1, 2 and 4)
	Brief: Katskee v. Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Nebraska

International Business Transactions
Assignments for Monday, August 28 and Tuesday, September 5
IBT will not meet on August 21. The first IBT class will be on August 28.
The second IBT class will be on a Tuesday because Labor Day is on Monday, Sept. 4.
( See pages 2 and 3 in the syllabus, which you have already received by email. )
In the assignments below, “ CB ” means the casebook.
“ IBT Suppl ” means the International Business Transaction Supplement distributed through the law school copy room. See the syllabus p. 2. The hard copy you’ll get in the copy room is black-and-white. Some pages have pictures that were originally in color. I’ll distribute color duplicates of those pages as PDF email attachments.
“ Prob ” = a Problem in the CB. When a Problem is assigned, we’ll cover it in class, and you might be called on. (Skip Problems that aren’t assigned.)
“ bot ” = bottom of a page
The Documents Supplement (the “Docs Suppl”) (see syllabus p. 2) contains statutes, CISG, etc. When the CB or the IBT Suppl refers to a statute, a CISG section, or something similar, read it in the Docs Suppl . You need to know the exact wording.  That’s what lawyers interpret every day.
	For Monday, August 28 —
	IBT Suppl — pp. 9–22
	CB — pp. 1–61 — including Probs 1-7 & 1-8
	IBT Suppl — p. 27(bot)–p. 34(top)
	CB — pp. 63–89(top) — including Prob 2-2
	IBT Suppl — pp. 23–27(top)
	the two Biddle Brothers cases, Prob 2-5,
	the Julia case ( Comptoir p. 98), & Prob 2-6

International Human Rights
Professor Barbara Stark Room 116 (Law Library) Phone: 516-463-5994, e-mail: [email protected]
I am generally available to meet after class. (I am not available before class.) In addition, if you email me, I’m happy to schedule a mutually convenient time to meet with you.
Philip Alston & Ryan Goodman, International Human Rights (2013)
NO LAPTOPS OR PHONES DURING CLASS
This course does not lend itself to laptop note-taking. Surveys indicate that students are more satisfied with the learning environment in no-laptop courses. Although some students prefer to use laptops, a larger number of students in the surveys say that classrooms are quieter, they can hear the teacher and other students better, and they feel more engaged in the classroom experience with fewer distractions. Accordingly, in International Human Rights you may not use a laptop or any other electronic device, including phones, during class. If these devices are out during class, I will assume you are using them, and you will be considered unprepared for that class.
Class #1 pp. 3-17 Questions starting at the bottom of p. 3-4, p. 17
1. Human Rights Concepts and Discourse
A. Global Snapshots
Welcome to International Human Rights! Please register for the seminar on TWEN, using your Hofstra email. Please read the assignment and be prepared to discuss the indicated questions. Please also read this short article from the New York Times . (All students have free access to the Times through the law school library.) The PowerPoint for the first class will be posted on TWEN and a Handout will be distributed during the first class (with space for notes.) A syllabus will also be posted on TWEN and distributed during our first class.
See you soon!
International Transaction Skills
Professor Lites
	Absolute Advantage
	Comparative Advantage Comparative Absolute Advantage Globalization Impact
	International Trade Theory (Anderson) How Do Tariffs Protect Domestic Industry
	Tariffs on China Don’t Cover the Costs of Trump’s Trade War
	2023: The Year the Global Supply Chain Bounces Back
	S. Supply Chain Woes Shift and Persist in 2023
	[Question: should trade continue to be global? Be prepared to answer “yes” or “no” and defend you answer.]  
	Two weeks prior to our first class, each student will receive memos related to our first class exercise, along with documents that you will negotiate with your designated adversaries.

All of the above will be posted on Blackboard and emailed to each registered student using their email address in the class roster.
Jurisprudence Seminar
Professor Sinha
Welcome to Jurisprudence! For our first meeting, please read Crito by Plato. It will be available on Canvas by the end of the first week of August, along with the syllabus and the readings for the next few classes. (We will begin to use the assigned book a bit later in the course, so there’s no rush to acquire it.)
I will reach out to the class in the days before our first meeting. In the meantime, feel free to contact me directly if you need anything: [email protected] .
Tuesday and Thursday 10:40 am-12:00pm Rm. 242
	Labor Law Cases and Materials, Cox, Bok, Gorman and Finkin, 17th edition, University Casebook, Foundation Press.
	2022 Statutory Appendix and Case Supplement

Session 1 – Overview of Course Objectives
The historical development of the regulation of the Labor-Management relationship in the United States.
Read Cox- p 5-55
During this session we will cover the following cases:
	Vegelahn v. Guntner, Cox, p. 7-13 (Use of injunction in private labor Disputes.
	Application of Anti-trust Law to Labor Disputes -Sherman, Clayton, and Norris-Laguardia Anti-Trust Statutes
	Loewe v. Lawlor, (Danbury Hatter’s Case) 
	Cox, p. 20-23
	Thornhill v. Alabama, Cox, p. 36-40

Wagner Act (NLRA– Creation of the NLRB and its Constitutionality)
Pages 41-55 of Text
Law and Role of In-House Counsel
Professor Lampert
	The syllabus is on TWEN. Please review it before the first class.


	Excerpt from The Inside Counsel Revolution by Ben Hieneman, former GC, GE.
	Compare our curriculum with the real world .
	Becoming In-house Counsel, ACC. READ ONLY THROUGH END OF SECTION III, PAGE NUMBERED 19.
	Management expectation
	Biggest Challenges Facing General Counsel 2022
	ACC Chief Legal Officers Survey Key Findings: READ ONLY Introduction (p. 4) and Key Findings (pp. 5-9 using the printed numbers, not the Adobe page count).
	GC in the boardroom – READ ONLY Executive Summary (through page 7 ONLY)

Professor Liebmann
CRN# 93823; Course #2897  
Assignment for First Class Welcome to Lawyers' Ethics! Your assignment for our first class is as follows:
	Sign onto the course Canvas page.
	Read the Syllabus for the course, and come to class with any questions you have.
	Purchase the 2023 Model Rules of Professional Conduct (available through Amazon or on the American Bar Association website).
	Read the Rules assigned on the Unit 1 Assignment Memo (Part I), which is available on the course Canvas page.
	Listen to the 50-minute "Buried Bodies" podcast (link available under Unit 1 course materials on the course Canvas page).
	How did Armani address the fact that he had never handled a murder case before representing Garrow? Does that comport with Rule 1.1?
	Do you think it was ethical of Armani and Belge to go and view the “buried bodies”? Is that consistent with Rule 1.3?
	How did the promise of confidentiality help Armani and Belge in their representation of Garrow?
	Does the current Rule 1.6 contain an exception that would have allowed Armani or Belge to contact the police about the buried bodies? If not, do you think it should?
	Do you think it was proper for the prosecutor, in assessing whether or not to accept the plea deal presented by Armani and Belge, to consider whether he would “look bad” if he accepted the deal?
	Aside from the ethics rules, what do you think would have been the right thing for Belge and Armani to do regarding disclosure of the bodies’ location? Is it ok if the “right thing” is different from the ethics rules?

Professor Louis
Welcome to Lawyers’ Ethics (LAW-2897-B). Your assignment for our first class on Monday, August 21, is to read pages 3-18 and pages 21-41 of our course book, Legal Ethics in the Practice of Law , Zitrin, Cole, and Casey, 5 th  edition.
I look forward to meeting you. I plan to email the syllabus to the class on or before August 18. Please feel free to reach out to me if you have any questions.
Best, Prof. Louis [email protected]
Legal and Bioethical Responses to Healthcare Challenges
Professor Dunbrook
Week 1- Background for the Course 
	Janet L. Dolgin and Lois L. Shepherd,  Bioethics and the Law  (4ed. 2019) (Dolgin and Shepherd), pp. 5-22, 26-34
	Mark Davies, An Introduction to the Structure and Sources of American Law
	 Thomas R. McCormick,  Principles of Bioethics ,  Bioethics and Humanities, University of Washington
	Daniel Callahan, Bioethics and Policy—A History , Bioethics Briefings, The Hasting Center

Legal Research and Writing for International Students
Administrative Details: Class meetings: Monday and Wednesday: 8.10 am -9.30am in Kushn 0242. Email: [email protected] Office hours: Monday and Wednesday 10am -12pm and by appointment Assistant: Jennifer Calautti, Room 223 Course webpage: CANVAS
First Assignment: The first class will be on August 21 2023.
	Please make sure that you have set up your passwords and access to LexisNexis, Westlaw and the Hofstra Portal.

Mediation Seminar
Professor Diamond
View Reading Assignment (PDF)
Mergers & Acquisitions
First Assignment – reading material - please see the links below:
View Reading Assignment - Part 1 (PDF)
View Reading Assignment - Part 2 (PDF)
View Reading Assignment - Part 3 (PDF)
View Reading Assignment - Optional Reading (PDF)
Perspectives in Legal Analysis & Writing
Welcome to Perspectives in Legal Analysis & Writing. The class will meet in person. However, we will also use an online classroom component for this course called Matrix. You will submit and receive all assignments through Matrix. You will receive an email from BARBRI with login information to access the Matrix course page prior to the first day of class. If you do not receive an email, please contact [email protected] .
Aside from accessing Matrix, there is no prework before Class 1 . We will use a course book that will be distributed in class on 8/22.
We look forward to seeing you on Tuesday, August 22 at 2:10PM in Room 308.
Pre-Trial Skills
Judge Cozzens
The assignment for the first class, Tuesday 8/22: Obtain a copy of the class book New York Pre-Trial Practice Guide from the copy center. Read pages 3-12.
Real Estate Development Seminar
Professor Ostrow
Time: Wednesday, 2:10 – 5:00
Location: Room 238
For our first class, please read “What is Real Estate Development Law and the Ten Stages of Deal,” which is posted on our Canvas site. 
Real Estate Transactions
Professor Castellanos
Required Materials:
	Berger, Johnstone & Tracht, Land Transfer & Finance (6 th ed. 2011). 

Date:  Aug. 24
	Residential Contract of Sale (NY Bar Form) ( skim )
	1-12, 19-42, 62-66
	NY Real Prop Law § 443

Religion and The Constitution
First Assignment – Fall 2023
	Religion and the Constitution by McConnell, Berg & Lund (5 th ed. Wolters Kluwer 2022) and 2023-2024 Supplement (online—see Syllabus on Canvas for access instructions)

For Tuesday, August 22, 2023, read:
	Defining Religion - pp. . 669-688, 701-705, Supplement ( Yeshiva University )
	History - pp. 13-19, 50-61

Full Syllabus is available on Canvas.
Textbook : Chase & Barker (“CB”) Civil Litigation in New York [7 th  edition]
Treatise : Siegel, New York Practice [6 th  ed]
August 25 Subject Matter Jurisdiction
Social Media and the Law
Professor Tabibi
Class 1 Reading Assignments
The following reading materials should be accessed from Westlaw:
	PhoneDog v. Kravitz , 2011 WL 5415612 (N.D. Cal. Nov. 8, 2011).
	Eagle v. Morgan , 2013 WL 943350 (E.D. Pa. Mar. 12, 2013).
	Salonclick LLC v. SuperEgo Management LLC , 2017 WL 239379 (S.D.N.Y. Jan. 18, 2017).
	JLM Couture, Inc. v. Gutman , 2023 WL 2503432 (S.D.N.Y. Mar. 14, 2023).

Secured Transactions
Fall 2023 - Wednesday 8:10-10 a.m. Hofstra Law School • Kushner Hall 243 Adjunct Professor Marc L. Hamroff
Contact info: Moritt Hock & Hamroff LLP 400 Garden City Plaza Garden City, NY 11530 Website: www.moritthock.com [email protected]   Tel: (516) 873-2000 Fax: (516) 873-2010
Coursebook: Problems and Materials on Secured Transactions, 5th Ed. Sepinuck (West Press)
Selected Commercial Statutes For Secured Transactions 2022 (or most current)
Agreement Binder (To be supplied at first class)
Syllabus as of August 1, 2023
Updates will be posted on the Website
Goal of the Problem-Solving Method
The course will address a wide variety of commercial transactions essential to a student contemplating a career in commercial law including creditors rights, bankruptcy, securities, commercial and real estate lending, finance and business litigation. A primary focus of the course will be UCC Article 9 but will also include the interplay between Article 9 and the bankruptcy laws, other state and federal created liens (both statutory and judicial) and other types of financing structures. The nature of these topics will expose students to real life commercial transactions including problem solving and strategy decision practitioners must make in litigating and structuring these business arrangements. 
This course is designed for you to learn a statutory scheme that regulates security interests in personal property (Article 9 of the Uniform Commercial Code (UCC)). The legal rules are not a mystery, they are printed right in the statute book. The critical learning is to understand how the statutory provisions apply to particular factual scenarios, the alternative arguments that can be made about how they apply, and the consequences of the various arguments. We do this through evaluation of the problems in the course book and related hypothetical scenarios that will be developed as a result of class discussion.
In addition, because the UCC is part of a comprehensive scheme of rules regarding particular transactions, it is important to understand how the provisions of the UCC work together. In that respect, the course is a building block course. What we learn each day will be relevant to what we learn in every other day. 
This problem-solving method replicates in significant part the work of practicing lawyers. Lawyers are confronted with factual scenarios and must identify and investigate the legal rules relevant to those scenarios. Lawyers then consider how the relevant legal rules may be applied to that factual scenario. In doing so, lawyers must be able to deal with a great deal of uncertainty and creativity, that is, a lawyer must have the ability to imagine new arguments regarding how to apply legal principles to typical scenarios and innovative applications of settled law to new types of scenarios.
The following requirements for class preparation and attendance are designed to help achieve the goals related to this style of learning.
Class Preparation
I expect students to be prepared for class. Adequate preparation requires reading and analyzing all relevant statutory sections and comments as well as the material in the textbook. We will focus on the problems during class discussion.
To use the textbook most effectively: (i) read the textual material; (ii) read the cited statutory sections and the official comments, and (iii) analyze the problems. You will find that as you analyze the problems, you will have to go back through the textual material, cases, statutes, and official comments repeatedly in order to identify the relevant issues and construct your analysis.
Final Examination
The final examination for this course will be given during the exam period at the end of the semester and will be open book . You will be allowed to bring into the examination the casebook, the statute book, and your own notes/outlines. You will be allowed to use the approved software for typing your examination answers if available at Hofstra. Other than as allowed by the approved software for typing your examination answers, you will not be allowed access to any other electronic device.
Subject to rules imposed for blind grading and/or curves, the final examination will be worth 80% of the final grade for the course. Class participation will be worth 20%. 
Assignments
The following is the tentative schedule of assignments for the class; page numbers refer to the textbook. We may move faster or slower than these specific assignments.
Credit Hour Policy
“The Law School has adopted a “Credit Hour Policy.” A “credit hour” is an amount of work that reasonably approximates not less than one hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction (calculated as 50 minutes of classroom time) and two hours (120 minutes) of out-of-class student work per week for fifteen weeks (including one week for final exams), or the equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time. These requirements apply equally to all courses taught in the Law School, including distance education courses.”
Read any referenced statutes and commentary from the Selected Commercial Statutes book as necessary to provide a thorough analysis of the assigned problems .
Date:  WED. 08/23
Class No.:  1
Topics/Issues:  Overview: (1) the context in which debtor-creditor relationships arise, (2) the difference between secured and unsecured creditors, (3) the reality that some creditors are not timely paid what they are owed, (4) the basic creditor collection remedy which is known as "execution" and the rights of "statutory liens", (5) the difficulties facing creditors when debtors do not voluntarily pay their debts, (6) fraudulent transfers, and (7) pre-judgment remedies.
Required Reading Material Pages/Problems:  Pgs. 1-43; pb. 1-3
Statutes:  NY Lien Law §§80, 151, 160, 180, 184; CPLR §§5201, 5202, 5203, Articles 62-65, 270 et. seq. and Bky Cod 548.
State and Local Government Seminar
Professor Herzfeld
Class 1 (Part 1, 9:10-10:30 AM).
August 21, 2023
Decentralization of Local Government on Long Island
The casebook (“CB”) for this class is Cases and Materials on State and Local Government Law (Ninth Edition), by Briffault, Reynolds, Davidson, Scharff and Su.
Please read pp. 8-18, 26-36 and 51-54 in the casebook, and the below hyperlinked material.
The Long Island Index was a project of the Rauch Foundation from 2003-2018 that gathered and published data about the Long Island region. In 2012, the Long Island Index published a report entitled “ Who Provides Services on Long Island ” that described the multiplicity of local government entities on Long Island. 
If you have access to a Newday subscription, you can also see the updated maps for municipal geographic boundaries and service providers referenced in the Long Island Index report at next.newsday.com/map/boundaries and next.newsday.com/map/service-providers
Keeping in mind the points made in the casebook about the relative advantages and disadvantages of centralized government, should local government on Long Island be more centralized or is the current structure of local government appropriate? 
	If your last name begins with the letter “A” through the letter “G ”, please be prepared to argue for maintaining the current decentralized structure of local government on Long Island. What would be the negative impacts if the Towns of Hempstead, North Hempstead and Oyster Bay each became a city and all the villages and special districts in each town were consolidated into the respective city government? Are there particular municipal services or functions that might be most harmed?
	If your last name begins with the letter “H” through “Z” , please be prepared to argue for consolidating local governments in each of Nassau County’s three towns as suggested above. Which municipal services do you think could be most improved by greater centralization? How do you think more centralization could be achieved most effectively? 

Class 1 (Part 2, 10:40 AM to noon)
State Constititutional Law
Please read CB, pp. 55-56, 63-77 and the following hyerlinked materials:
	The New York State Constitution v Federal Constitution

Compare the New York State Constitution and the federal Constitution.
What are general differences between the New York State Constitution and the federal Constitution in terms of its level of detail, structure, the subjects it covers, and the rights it recognizes?
Identify at least three (3) specific subjects that are covered in the New York State Constitution that are not analogous to any subject covered in the federal Constitution.
Identify at least three (3) rights that are recognized in the New York State Constitution that are not mentioned in the federal Constitution.
What is the process for amending the New York State Constitution?
The Environmental Rights Amendment of 2021
In 2021, New York State’s voters approved a referendum to add the Environmental Rights Amendment (“ERA”) to the State Constitution’s Bill of Rights .
How does New York’s Environmental Rights Amendment, Article I, §19 of the State Constitution, compare to the Pennsylvania ERA quoted on page 68 in the casebook in Pennsylvania Environmental Defense Foundation v Commonwealth ? 
Note 1 following Pennsylvania Environmental Defense Foundation v Commonwealth (on page 72 of the casebook) compares Pennsylvania’s ERA to Article XIV, §4 of the New York State Constitution. Article XIV, §4 states that it is the policy of this state to “conserve and protect its natural resources and scenic beauty” and requires the legislature to implement that policy by enacting legislation that, among other things, provides “for the abatement of air and water pollution.”
Does the New York ERA afford rights or establish duties that do not exist independently under Article XIV and the body of federal, state and local environmental protection laws and regulations that were already in force prior to the ERA’s adoption?
Please read the first major court decision that addresses the scope of New York’s ERA, Fresh Air for Eastside v State of New York . Please also read the following short articles discussing the decision:
	Murphy, Michael, “Decisions Expansively Interpreting New York’s Green Amendment Create Uncertainty ”,
	Gerrard, Michael, “ New York’s Green Amendment: The First Decisions”
	If your last name begins with the letter “A” through the letter “G ”, please be prepared to discuss the potential difficulties with the court’s finding that the State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYS DEC) has legal obligations to protect the environment under the ERA that go beyond NYS DEC’s duties codified in federal and state law.
	If your last name begins with the letter “H” through “Z” , please be prepared to argue that NYS DEC should be compelled to take affirmative steps to protect the environment under the ERA that go beyond its duties to enforce environmental protection statutes. Consider how this interpretation of the ERA might be limited so that it does not give the courts free rein to displace the role of the legislature in making environmental protection policy.

 Finally, please read the following article about the case of Held v. State of Montana in which plaintiffs have asserted that a provision in Montana’s Environmental Policy Act, that exempts government projects from having to assess their impact on climate change, violates Montana’s Environmental Rights Amendment .
	In Montana, It’s Youth v the State in a Landmark Climate Case

Please compare the Montana ERA to the New York and Pennsylvania ERAs. Is there a difference in the language of the Montana ERA that could make the climate change argument by the plaintiffs in Held stronger than it would be if it was raised under the New York or Pennsylvania ERA? 
Professor Platt
Wills, Trusts and Estates
Professor Gans
Read pp. 1-34 (note, as we move through chapter 1, we will not discuss Shaw Family Archives, Ltd.).
The syllabus is available on Canvas. 
Academia.edu no longer supports Internet Explorer.
To browse Academia.edu and the wider internet faster and more securely, please take a few seconds to  upgrade your browser .
Enter the email address you signed up with and we'll email you a reset link.
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Journal of Criminal Law

Abdullh Mahboob
Academic Supreme
Over the years, the criminal law has updated and developed the common law understanding and approach to a defendant's intention, or their 'mens rea'. A mens rea is a mental state which accompanies the actus reus, the physical action. In order to prove that a defendant is guilty of a criminal offence, the state has the onus of proof of mens rea. This therefore means that in order for a defendant to be criminalised, the prosecution must prove the occurrence of a mental event in relation to a criminal action committed. The rationale behind this burden of proof is that without intent, Courts would punish innocent people who simply made mistakes rather than punishing blameworthy behaviour. It seems absurd to argue that conscious choices made with the knowledge that they are harmful (or extremely likely to cause harm) should be equally punishable to crimes committed where the defendant, at fault of their own, failed to foresee a chance of harm. This is because motive is a way of proving that someone acted intentionally or knowingly, therefore Courts criminalising someone due to their clear intention punishes the morally responsible agent. Nevertheless, it is understandable that where a reasonable defendant would have foreseen harm, someone who caused harm when they should have foreseen it, should still be punished for overlooking the chance of harm. Therefore the need for prosecution to prove the mens rea of intention or recklessness is generally accepted in Courts in order to properly punish those who are actually culpable. In this essay, I am arguing that the differences between subjective and objective mens rea are extremely important in order to correctly punish blameworthy behaviour. Whilst they both are methods of judging mens rea, a subjective mens rea is concerned with the mind and perspective of the defendant which asks what was going on in their head at the time of the actus reus.In contrast, an objective mens rea looks at the perspective of a reasonable person i.e. if a reasonable person would have foreseen even to the smallest degree a probability of a criminal offence occurring as a result of his/ her actions. Furthermore, a subjective mens rea is what the defendant was thinking about, desiring, planning etc., whereas an objective mens rea focuses on the quality of the defendant's conduct (i.e. was it foolish, dangerous, careless?, etc.). The subjective mental state of the defendant cannot be determined by comparison to what the 'reasonable man' or to what the judge or jury would have in mind but instead, the prosecution must prove that the accused acted in an internal state of mind of either intention or recklessness. Furthermore, the subjective mens rea is often referred to as the 'guilty mind' as the mens rea element will only be satisfied if the defendant herself possessed a particular state of mind either with a certain purpose or certain foresight. For example, for the offence of Criminal Damage, the accused must have the mens rea of recklessness to causing damage which requires that the defendant personally foresaw a risk of damage. Unlike objective mens rea elements, here it is not enough to show that a reasonable person would have foreseen a risk. Under the Criminal Justice Act (CJA), juries are directed to not look at what others might have thought in the same circumstances, but instead at what the accused was actually thinking. They will then have to decide whether they are satisfied beyond reasonable doubt that the actus reus was intended. This approach is preferred in the English legal system and where statute is silent over which mens rea is required, the courts will demand at least a minimum subjective mens rea. This positively serves the principle of autonomy as it punishes only those who genuinely foresaw a risk of harm, thereby minimizing injustice and over-criminalisation. Moreover, the intention of the defendant to commit an act is a subjective mens rea as it is an 'investigation into the actual state of mind' of the accused, to see if his/ her criminal action had a purpose or if it is a 'means to an end' (as in the case of Hyam v DPP). This is defined as direct intention, where part of a purpose is achieved at the time of the actus reus or where
Shabbir Shiddiky
Mod. L. Rev.
jeremy horder
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Lesson 1.1 Required Resources
OER Textbook Reading Assignment
Anonymous. (2015). The basics of criminal law . University of Minnesota.
Read Chapter 1.1: Introduction; 1.2: Criminal Law and Criminal Procedure; and 1.3: The Difference between Civil and Criminal Law   
Read Chapter 4.1 Criminal Elements
	What is the Court Process of a Criminal Case? Riverside County District Attorney’s Office. (2021). What is the court process of a criminal case? [Video file].


	Criminal Justice Process Marc S. (Producer). (2016). Criminal justice process [Video file].


	Criminal Procedure: Undergraduate Edition Smith, C. E., Trachtenberg, B., & Alexander, A. (2022). Criminal procedure: Undergraduate edition. Michigan State University. Read Pages 31 – 59 (actual page numbers printed in the book, not the PDF or other numbering) Sections included in your reading: Part II, Why Is Criminal Procedure So Important? Brown v. Mississippi. What to Look for When Reading Cases. The Scope of the Criminal Justice System. A Few Recent Cases.
	Criminal Law Anonymous. (2012). Criminal law. University of Minnesota Libraries Publishing. Read Chapter 2.4 The Burden of Proof
	Criminal Procedure: A Free Law School Casebook (Undergraduate Edition) Smith, C. E., Trachtenberg, B., & Alexander, A. (2022). Criminal procedure: A free law school casebook (Undergraduate ed.). CALE eLangdell Press.
	Introduction to the U.S. Criminal Justice System Rutz-Burri, L., & McLean, K. (2019). Introduction to the U.S. criminal justice system . Pressbooks. Read Section 3.9 Procedural Law

Lesson 1.2 Required Resources
Read Chapter 3.1 Applicability of the Constitution
Lesson 1.3 Required Resources
Anonymous. (2015).  The basics of criminal law . University of Minnesota.
Read Chapter 1.5 The Purposes of Punishment
	How to Fix our Broken Criminal Justice System Barton, R. (2018). How to fix our broken criminal justice system [Video file]. TEDx Talks.


	The Criminal Justice Cycle Wetzel, J. E. (2015). The criminal justice cycle [Video file]. TEDx.


Lesson 1.4 Required Resources
Read Section 13.3: Perjury, Bribery, and Obstruction of Justice
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	PDF RWU School of Law Criminal Law, Section A Prof. Allen Assignment #1
Criminal Law, Section A Prof. Allen Assignment #1 Welcome to Criminal Law! I. READING ASSIGNMENT (1) Read the entirety of this assignment. (2) All reading materials for this assignment are posted on the BRIDGES under the "Assignments" Tab. (3) Read the following pages in the SUPPLEMENTAL textbook "Mastering Criminal Law" (2nd Ed. 2015) by ...




	PDF First Assignment
University of Baltimore School of Law Criminal Law - Fall 2019 Professor McClean Law 604- Section 329B First Assignment Welcome Criminal Law students! I look forward to meeting you in a few weeks. Please complete the below assignment for Class 1. NOTE: I have merged all the readings and assignments for the first class into a single PDF




	PDF 1 Introduction
1.4 The sources of criminal law The criminal law is a creature of the common law, that is, judge made law. Some of the most important crimes have their source in the common law. Murder and manslaughter are obvious examples. However, the majority of criminal offences are now statute based. Such offences may either have originated in statute or are




	Criminal Law Assignment
Course name and Code : CRIMINAL LAW- L Assignment No. 1 Student's Surname: NAMUMBA Student's First name: SUWILANJI Student number: LLB Mode of Study: FULL TIME E-mail Address: suwietn@gmail Phone Number: 0976669950 Lecturer's name: MS. LUMBIWE MWANZA Due Date: 4 TH MAY 2020




	PDF CRIMINAL LAW SYLLABUS
University of Houston Law Center Syllabus - Criminal Law (Summer 2021) Professor Zachary D. Kaufman Updated: April 9, 2021 2 I. COURSE INFORMATION A. COURSE DESCRIPTION This course examines substantive criminal law in the United States: rules and prohibitions that our legal system enforces using criminal punishment.Procedural




	PDF Principles of Criminal Law
Principles of Criminal Law 330 Hudson Street, NY NY 10013 Cliff Roberson LLM, Ph.D. ... SummaryAdditional Assignments 16 • 16 • Review Practicum 17 • Questions in Review 17 • Notes 17 Chapter 2 Criminal Liability 18 Introduction 19 Bill of Rights 19 Due Process 21




	PDF Readings and Homework Assignments for Criminal Law
Criminal Law as a swap for your Friday Con Law class. This will enable you to attend the symposium on Friday. 1/22 Mandatory Symposium: Introduction to the Criminal Justice System and Pretrial Justice. The UH Law Center is hosting a national symposium entitled, "Police, Jails, and




	Criminal Law
Criminal Law uses a two-step process to augment learning, called the applied approach. First, after building a strong foundation from scratch, Criminal Law introduces you to crimes and defenses that have been broken down into separate components. It is so much easier to memorize and comprehend the subject matter when it is simplified this way. However, becoming proficient in the law takes more ...




	Criminal Law
Welcome to Criminal Law, your guide to a fascinating yet challenging topic. This engaging and interactive textbook will enhance your ability to be successful in academics or a career in criminal justice. For questions about this textbook please contact [email protected]. Creative Commons Attribution NonCommercial ShareAlike.




	PDF CRIMINAL LAW: CASES, MATERIALS, AND LAWYERING STRATEGIES Third Edition
UTK Distinguished Professor of Law, University of Tennessee College of Law; John T. Parry, professor of law, Lewis & Clark Law School; Penelope Pether, professor of law, Villanova University School of Law. --Third edition. pages cm Includes index. ISBN 978--7698-8270-3 1. Criminal law--United States. I. Cohen, Neil P., author. II. Parry, John ...




	Criminal law
Studying Criminal law at University of Namibia? On Studocu you will find 91 lecture notes, 48 summaries, 41 mandatory assignments and much more for Criminal law. Skip to main content. University; High School; Books; Discovery. Sign in. ... UNIT 1 Introduction PDF. 5 pages 2021/2022 100% (4) 2021/2022 100% (4) Save. Criminal LAW Assignment 2021.




	Reading Assignments
Welcome to Criminal Law! Our text is: Kadish, Schulhofer, & Barkow, Criminal Law and Its Processes (11th ed. 2022) Please read the assignment below for our first class on August 24, 2022. Casebook (CB): 1-8, 67-75, 77-84, 16-27. Please sign in on the Class TWEN page using your Hofstra email.




	(DOC) Criminal law assignment
Criminal law assignment. Derrick Solomon. In the case of Chandler v DPP (1964), they were convicted of conspiracy to commit at breach of s. 1 of the Official Secrets Act 1911, "to enter a prohibited place for a purpose prejudicial to the safety or interests of the state." 4 The defendant claimed that his purpose was not to prejudice state ...




	Module 1
OER Textbook Reading Assignment. Anonymous. (2015). The basics of criminal law. University of Minnesota. Read Chapter 1.1: Introduction; 1.2: Criminal Law and Criminal Procedure; and 1.3: The Difference between Civil and Criminal Law ... not the PDF or other numbering) Sections included in your reading: Part II, Why Is Criminal Procedure So ...




	PDF An Introduction to International Criminal Law and Procedure
4.4 Domestic criminal law and criminal jurisdiction 73 4.5 Statutory limitations 77 4.6 The Non-retroactivity principle 79 4.7 Ne bis in idem or double jeopardy 80 4.8 Practical obstacles to national prosecutions 82 5. State Cooperation with Respect to National Proceedings 85 5.1 Introduction 85 5.2 International agreements 86 5.3 Some basic ...




	Sample Undergraduate 1st Criminal Law Assignment
Criminal Responsibility / Criminal Liability Introduction. English law sets the age of criminal responsibility, the lowest age at which a person may be criminally liable, at ten years old. This is controversial for being the lowest in Europe (where most countries set the age at fourteen or higher [3]) after a successful bid to raise the Scottish age of criminal responsibility from eight to twelve.




	LO Grade 12 Source- Based TASK TERM 1 2024
Mandatory assignments. None. 13. Criminal Law Cheat Sheet. Criminal Law. Summaries. 100% (10) 4. Chapter 3 Unlawful conduct and Ommissions. Criminal Law. Summaries. 100% (6) 29. ... Criminal Law tutorial 1 answer for problem question; Preview text. LIFE ORIENTATION GRADE 12 TERM 1 SOURCE - BASED TASK 90 MARKS DUE DATE: 20 FEBRUARY 2024 TEACHERS:




	Criminal Law assignment (pdf)
Criminal law assignment. The CMIA was a fair amendment that determined the responsibility of people under the criminal justice system and helped people who wer. ... Criminal Law assignment (pdf) 4 Pages 700 Words 102 Views Added on 2021-05-31. Criminal Law assignment (pdf)




	(PDF) criminal law Assignment
Abstract. Criminal law in Papua New Guinea. Criminal law is guided under the criminal code act. Under the law, an offense is categorized into two groups according to the nature of the offense.




	PDF LAW OF CRIMES (INDIAN PENAL CODE)
If you are looking for a comprehensive and concise study material on the Indian Penal Code, you can download the IPC SCLLB 2 PDF from the Renaissance Law College website. This PDF covers the important topics and cases related to the criminal law in India. You can also find other useful notes and resources on the Renaissance Law College website, which is affiliated to DAV V. Indore and approved ...




	Criminal Law Assignment-1.pdf
View Criminal Law Assignment-1.pdf from LAW 3012 at University of the West Indies at Cave Hill. Criminal Law Assignment Write a legal memorandum discussing Greg's criminal liability. Issues: Issue 1




	PDF February 24, 2016 IN THE NAME OF UKRAINE E S O L U T I O N
Panel of judges of the civil division of the Specialized Higher Court of Ukraine for Civil and Criminal Cases consisting of: Presiding Judge O. O. Diomina, judges: M. V. Demianosov, A. V. Maliarenko, I. K. Parinova, ... law or violations of procedural law by the court constitute grounds for a cassation appeal. According to Art. 213 of the Civil ...




	PDF PECHERSKYI DISTRICT COURT OF KYIV CITY
Teleshetskyi Oleksandr Ivanovych states in the bill of complaint that the investigator I.A. Koveza in execution of the decision of the investigating judge of the Pecherskyi district court of Kyiv city I.V. Lytvynova dated February 06, 2020 violated the requirements of the Paragraph 1 of Article 214 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine and Paragraph ...




	Criminal Legislative Documents Issue of Local Government Bodies at The
Honcharenko O. (2009). Criminal law as a means of regulating the behavior of the local population of the Reichskommissariat «Ukraine»: review of the regulatory framework and jurisprudence (1941-1944 rr.). Naukovi zapysky z ukrainskoi istorii: Zbirnyk naukovykh prats. (Scientific notes on Ukrainian history: Collection of scientific works).




	[PDF] Machine learning based combinatorial analysis for land use and
Abstract. The main goal of this study is to evaluate different models for further improvement of the accuracy of land use and land cover (LULC) classification on Google Earth Engine using random forest (RF) and support vector machine (SVM) learning algorithms. Ten indices, namely normalized difference vegetation index, normalized difference soil index, index-based built-up index, biophysical ...
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