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The aim of this chapter is to provide a critical assessment of the current tourism development in Cambodia from the perspective of the ‘sustainable tourism development’ narrative. As one of Cambodia’s core industries, second only after the garment industry, tourism is a major source of income and an engine of economic growth. Despite the pivotal role of tourism in Cambodia’s economy, the dimension of sustainability is largely absent from the country’s current Tourism Development Strategic Plan. Outside the scope of this plan and largely ignored by the Cambodian government, myriad of pioneering initiatives are undertaken that have the potential to provide economic benefits to local communities. Commonly led by non-governmental organizations (NGO), such initiatives encourage the establishment of social enterprises that employ tourism as an instrument for creating sustainable livelihoods. But rarely are such enterprises developed and operated by local people. In this vein, this chapter will compare and contrast two scenarios that feature in Cambodia’s tourism development: the government-driven growth scenario and the diversification scenario led by local initiatives that evolve under the banner of sustainable tourism. It will critically assess the extent to which local people are engaged in the development and management of such initiatives in order to achieve sustainable outcomes.
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