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Ethnography is a type of qualitative research that involves immersing yourself in a particular community or organization to observe their behavior and interactions up close. The word “ethnography” also refers to the written report of the research that the ethnographer produces afterwards.
Ethnography is a flexible research method that allows you to gain a deep understanding of a group’s shared culture, conventions, and social dynamics. However, it also involves some practical and ethical challenges.
Table of contents
What is ethnography used for, different approaches to ethnographic research, gaining access to a community, working with informants, observing the group and taking field notes, writing up an ethnography, other interesting articles.
Ethnographic research originated in the field of anthropology, and it often involved an anthropologist living with an isolated tribal community for an extended period of time in order to understand their culture.
This type of research could sometimes last for years. For example, Colin M. Turnbull lived with the Mbuti people for three years in order to write the classic ethnography The Forest People .
Today, ethnography is a common approach in various social science fields, not just anthropology. It is used not only to study distant or unfamiliar cultures, but also to study specific communities within the researcher’s own society.
For example, ethnographic research (sometimes called participant observation ) has been used to investigate  football fans , call center workers , and police officers .
Advantages of ethnography
The main advantage of ethnography is that it gives the researcher direct access to the culture and practices of a group. It is a useful approach for learning first-hand about the behavior and interactions of people within a particular context.
By becoming immersed in a social environment, you may have access to more authentic information and spontaneously observe dynamics that you could not have found out about simply by asking.
Ethnography is also an open and flexible method. Rather than aiming to verify a general theory or test a hypothesis , it aims to offer a rich narrative account of a specific culture, allowing you to explore many different aspects of the group and setting.
Disadvantages of ethnography
Ethnography is a time-consuming method. In order to embed yourself in the setting and gather enough observations to build up a representative picture, you can expect to spend at least a few weeks, but more likely several months. This long-term immersion can be challenging, and requires careful planning.
Ethnographic research can run the risk of observer bias . Writing an ethnography involves subjective interpretation, and it can be difficult to maintain the necessary distance to analyze a group that you are embedded in.
There are often also ethical considerations to take into account: for example, about how your role is disclosed to members of the group, or about observing and reporting sensitive information.
Should you use ethnography in your research?
If you’re a student who wants to use ethnographic research in your thesis or dissertation , it’s worth asking yourself whether it’s the right approach:
	Could the information you need be collected in another way (e.g. a survey , interviews)?
	How difficult will it be to gain access to the community you want to study?
	How exactly will you conduct your research, and over what timespan?
	What ethical issues might arise?

If you do decide to do ethnography, it’s generally best to choose a relatively small and easily accessible group, to ensure that the research is feasible within a limited timeframe.
Prevent plagiarism. Run a free check.
There are a few key distinctions in ethnography which help to inform the researcher’s approach: open vs. closed settings, overt vs. covert ethnography, and active vs. passive observation. Each approach has its own advantages and disadvantages.
Open vs. closed settings
The setting of your ethnography—the environment in which you will observe your chosen community in action—may be open or closed.
An open or public setting is one with no formal barriers to entry. For example, you might consider a community of people living in a certain neighborhood, or the fans of a particular baseball team.
	Gaining initial access to open groups is not too difficult…
	…but it may be harder to become immersed in a less clearly defined group.

A closed or private setting is harder to access. This may be for example a business, a school, or a cult.
	A closed group’s boundaries are clearly defined and the ethnographer can become fully immersed in the setting…
	…but gaining access is tougher; the ethnographer may have to negotiate their way in or acquire some role in the organization.

Overt vs. covert ethnography
Most ethnography is overt . In an overt approach, the ethnographer openly states their intentions and acknowledges their role as a researcher to the members of the group being studied.
	Overt ethnography is typically preferred for ethical reasons, as participants can provide informed consent…
	…but people may behave differently with the awareness that they are being studied.

Sometimes ethnography can be covert . This means that the researcher does not tell participants about their research, and comes up with some other pretense for being there.
	Covert ethnography allows access to environments where the group would not welcome a researcher…
	…but hiding the researcher’s role can be considered deceptive and thus unethical.

Active vs. passive observation
Different levels of immersion in the community may be appropriate in different contexts. The ethnographer may be a more active or passive participant depending on the demands of their research and the nature of the setting.
An active role involves trying to fully integrate, carrying out tasks and participating in activities like any other member of the community.
	Active participation may encourage the group to feel more comfortable with the ethnographer’s presence…
	…but runs the risk of disrupting the regular functioning of the community.

A passive role is one in which the ethnographer stands back from the activities of others, behaving as a more distant observer and not involving themselves in the community’s activities.
	Passive observation allows more space for careful observation and note-taking…
	…but group members may behave unnaturally due to feeling they are being observed by an outsider.

While ethnographers usually have a preference, they also have to be flexible about their level of participation. For example, access to the community might depend upon engaging in certain activities, or there might be certain practices in which outsiders cannot participate.
An important consideration for ethnographers is the question of access. The difficulty of gaining access to the setting of a particular ethnography varies greatly:
	To gain access to the fans of a particular sports team, you might start by simply attending the team’s games and speaking with the fans.
	To access the employees of a particular business, you might contact the management and ask for permission to perform a study there.
	Alternatively, you might perform a covert ethnography of a community or organization you are already personally involved in or employed by.

Flexibility is important here too: where it’s impossible to access the desired setting, the ethnographer must consider alternatives that could provide comparable information.
For example, if you had the idea of observing the staff within a particular finance company but could not get permission, you might look into other companies of the same kind as alternatives. Ethnography is a sensitive research method, and it may take multiple attempts to find a feasible approach.
All ethnographies involve the use of informants . These are people involved in the group in question who function as the researcher’s primary points of contact, facilitating access and assisting their understanding of the group.
This might be someone in a high position at an organization allowing you access to their employees, or a member of a community sponsoring your entry into that community and giving advice on how to fit in.
However,  i f you come to rely too much on a single informant, you may be influenced by their perspective on the community, which might be unrepresentative of the group as a whole.
In addition, an informant may not provide the kind of spontaneous information which is most useful to ethnographers, instead trying to show what they believe you want to see. For this reason, it’s good to have a variety of contacts within the group.
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The core of ethnography is observation of the group from the inside. Field notes are taken to record these observations while immersed in the setting; they form the basis of the final written ethnography. They are usually written by hand, but other solutions such as voice recordings can be useful alternatives.
Field notes record any and all important data: phenomena observed, conversations had, preliminary analysis. For example, if you’re researching how service staff interact with customers, you should write down anything you notice about these interactions—body language, phrases used repeatedly, differences and similarities between staff, customer reactions.
Don’t be afraid to also note down things you notice that fall outside the pre-formulated scope of your research; anything may prove relevant, and it’s better to have extra notes you might discard later than to end up with missing data.
Field notes should be as detailed and clear as possible. It’s important to take time to go over your notes, expand on them with further detail, and keep them organized (including information such as dates and locations).
After observations are concluded, there’s still the task of writing them up into an ethnography. This entails going through the field notes and formulating a convincing account of the behaviors and dynamics observed.
The structure of an ethnography
An ethnography can take many different forms: It may be an article, a thesis, or an entire book, for example.
Ethnographies often do not follow the standard structure of a scientific paper, though like most academic texts, they should have an introduction and conclusion. For example, this paper begins by describing the historical background of the research, then focuses on various themes in turn before concluding.
An ethnography may still use a more traditional structure, however, especially when used in combination with other research methods. For example, this paper follows the standard structure for empirical research: introduction, methods, results, discussion, and conclusion.
The content of an ethnography
The goal of a written ethnography is to provide a rich, authoritative account of the social setting in which you were embedded—to convince the reader that your observations and interpretations are representative of reality.
Ethnography tends to take a less impersonal approach than other research methods. Due to the embedded nature of the work, an ethnography often necessarily involves discussion of your personal experiences and feelings during the research.
Ethnography is not limited to making observations; it also attempts to explain the phenomena observed in a structured, narrative way. For this, you may draw on theory, but also on your direct experience and intuitions, which may well contradict the assumptions that you brought into the research.
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El presente documento tiene como finalidad el mostrar de manera general, cuales son los conceptos que desde el Derecho Internacional y los Derechos Humanos, se han expresado para tratar de definir a los grupos indígenas en el mundo. Dicha concpetualización se ha hecho con la finalidad de distinguir específicamente a estos grupos de otros grupos minoritarios y desarrollar e impulsar su desarrollo, dejando a un lado los obstáculos de caracter legal que los ha marginado durante mucho tiempo. Este documento se relacionará posteriormente con otro documento cuyo objetivo más específico es el relacionar estos derechos generales con los derechos de propiedad intelectual y como afecta a los grupos indígenas en el mundo.
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This article provides an update for 2019. The population census conducted in the Philippines in 2010 for the first time included an ethnicity variable but no official figure for indigenous peoples has yet come out. The country’s indigenous population thus continues to be estimated at between 10% and 20% of the national population of 100,981,437, based on the 2015 population census. The indigenous groups in the northern mountains of Luzon (Cordillera) are collectively known as Igorot while the groups on the southern island of Mindanao are collectively called Lumad. There are smaller groups collectively known as Mangyan in the island of Mindoro as well as smaller, scattered groups in the Visayas islands and Luzon, including several groups of hunter-gatherers in transition. Indigenous peoples in the Philippines have retained much of their traditional, pre-colonial culture, social institutions and livelihood practices. They generally live in geographically isolated areas with a lack of access to basic social services and few opportunities for mainstream economic activities, education or political participation. In contrast, commercially valuable natural resources such as minerals, forests and rivers can be found primarily in their areas, making them continuously vulnerable to development aggression and land grabbing. The Republic Act 8371, known as the Indigenous Peoples’ Rights Act (IPRA), was promulgated in 1997. The law has been lauded for its support for respect of indigenous peoples’ cultural integrity, right to their lands and right to self-directed development of those lands. More substantial implementation of the law is still being sought, however, apart from there being fundamental criticism of the law itself. The Philippines voted in favour of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), but the government has not yet ratified ILO Convention 169.
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The Philippines have 7,500 islands and among those islands there are at least 106 ethnic groups that are living there. Also, there are more than 180 languages that are being used according to their ethnic groups. The word 'indigenous' comes from the Latin word 'indigen' that means native or original inhabitant. The Indigenous peoples (IPs) in the Philippines are diverse and can be classified into different groups based on their location, culture, and language. According to Kottak (2000), they are often the descendants of tribes who are culturally distinct colonized peoples and aspiring into autonomy. There are indigenous groups whose population
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	PDF The Everyday Lives of Men: An Ethnographic Investigation of Young Adult
community in Australia. An ethnographic approach and a non-clinical and non-deviant sample were used to build in-depth knowledge from a neutral lens that did not assume an existing male deficit or crisis. The major findings revolved around the complexity of the male social networks, including the men's need for belonging and in particular ...




	(PDF) An Example of Ethnographic Research Methodology in Qualitative
Abstract and Figures. This chapter presents my methodological chapter as a great example of ethnographic inquiry in qualitative research. It provides evidence of how the ethnographic method and ...




	(Pdf) Ethnography Research: an Overview
This study is an ethnographic research. Ethnographic research, to Sharma and Sarkar (2019) involves an orderly study of a group of people and their culture. "The characteristics of Ethnography ...
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Ethnographic research takes a cultural lens to the study of people's lives within their communities (Hammersley and Atkinson, 2007; Fetterman, 2010). ... to all ﬁelds of business research. Thus, examples can be found in accounting (e.g. Kornberger, Justesen and Mouritsen, 2011), international business (e.g. Moore, 2011)




	PDF How to Conduct Ethnographic Research
ethnographic research. Methodology definition and key characteristics are given. The stages of the research process are described including preparation, data gathering and recording, and analysis. Important issues such as reliability and validity are also discussed. Key Words: Ethnography, Field Research, Qualitative Research, Participant




	PDF Ethnographic Research Among Drinking Youth Cultures: Reflections From
the group under study. In the paper, we challenge various ethical and methodo-logical dilemmas related to this kind of research. Keywords: epistemology, ethnography, 'observing participants', positionality, youth drinking culture INTRODUCTION Ethnographic research with different youth drinking cultures and in environ -




	PDF An Ethnographic Approach to Education: What Are You Doing in
5. Discussion Ethnography is an approach designed by social anthropologists to study culture and social approach based (Byrne, compiled on 2001; social in aims at deeply understanding human activities, behaviors, and values. All ethnographic science. studie s are This ethnographic principles discussed to Up in now, a shared Zaharlick ...




	PDF A Synthesis of Ethnographic Research
An ethnography is a written description of a particular culture - the customs, beliefs, and behavior - based on information collected through fieldwork." --Marvin Harris and Orna Johnson, 2000. "Ethnography is the art and science of describing a group or culture. The description may be of a small tribal group in an exotic land or a classroom in ...




	Practices of Ethnographic Research: Introduction to the Special Issue
Methods and practices of ethnographic research are closely connected: practices inform methods, and methods inform practices. In a recent study on the history of qualitative research, Ploder (2018) found that methods are typically developed by researchers conducting pioneering studies that deal with an unknown phenomenon or field (a study of Andreas Franzmann 2016 points in a similar direction).




	(Pdf) the Basics of Ethnography: an Overview of Designing an
This article is an attempt to present the concept of ethnography as a qualitative inquiry process in social science research. The paper begins with the introduction to ethnography followed by the discussion of ethnography both as an approach and a research method. ... under study. Again, Doursih (2013) identified six major shifts and turns in ...




	What Is Ethnography?
For example, this paper follows the standard structure for empirical research: introduction, methods, results, discussion, and conclusion. The content of an ethnography The goal of a written ethnography is to provide a rich, authoritative account of the social setting in which you were embedded—to convince the reader that your observations ...




	Ethnography in qualitative educational research: AMEE Guide No. 80
qualitative research, ethnographic research is more difficult to undertake. For example, due to the need to spend relatively Practice points. With its origins in anthropology, ethnography is the study of social interactions, behaviours and perceptions that occur within groups, organisations and communities. Ethnography has an underlying ...




	(PDF) Ethnographic Research
Ethnography is the art and science of describing a group or culture. The ethnographer writes about the routine, daily lives of people. Fieldwork is the heart of the ethnographic research design ...
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An Ethnographic Study of Intermediate Students from Poverty: Intersections of School and Home by Shiela G. Rector A dissertation submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership: Curriculum and Instruction Dissertation Committee: Christine Chaillé, Chair Anita Bright Samuel Henry




	PDF THE ETHNOGRAPHIC INTERVIEW
THE ETHNOGRAPHIC INTERVIEW. Ethnography is a form of qualitative research that includes descriptions of people, places, languages, events, and products. The data is collected by means of observation, interviewing, listening, and immersion with the least amount of distortion and bias. The following is an overview of interviewing. The goal of the ...




	Full article: Ethnographic understandings of ethnically diverse
Methodology. In this paper, we use the term "ethnography" as a collective term for research using qualitative and situated methodologies. The purpose of ethnographic research is to understand cultures and values informing human behaviour through the use of in-depth case studies (Creswell Citation 1998), and of writing this into coherent and compelling narratives (Back Citation 2015).




	Doing ethnographic research among indigenous peoples
The population census conducted in the Philippines in 2010 for the first time included an ethnicity variable but no official figure for indigenous peoples has yet come out. The country's indigenous population thus continues to be estimated at between 10% and 20% of the national population of 100,981,437, based on the 2015 population census.




	Easier Said than Done: Writing an Autoethnography
Abstract. Autoethnography is an intriguing and promising qualitative method that offers a way of giving voice to personal experience for the purpose of extending sociological understanding. The author's experience of writing an autoethnography about international adoption has shown her, however, that autoethnography can be a very difficult ...




	(PDF) Ethnographic Research
Abstract. This chapter considers some of the essential features of ethnography as a qualitative method. The main theoretical foundations of ethnographic approach are explained; however, the ...
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Cultural Beliefs and Practices of Ethnic Filipinos: An Ethnographic Study. E. Grey. Published 5 July 2016. Sociology. IRA-International Journal of Management & Social Sciences. The study was to determine the cultural beliefs and practices of the ethnic Filipinos. This is a qualitative study and the focus is the Aetas living in Central Philippines.
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The ethnographic photo-essays that students from Anthropology 380: Visual & Ethnographic Methods have submitted here are examples of how IWU anthropology students learn to conduct ethnographic research with visual media--in this case, still photography. ... PDF. Smile and Style: An Ethnographic Analysis of ISU's Gamma Phi Circus, ...
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Using an ethnographic approach, this paper examines English, Taglish, and pragmatic aspects in a suburb and a metropolitan area of the Philippines. This study reveals that socioeconomic status ...
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March 2011 · The Qualitative Report. The purpose of this paper is to describe the process of conducting ethnographic research. Methodology definition and key characteristics are given. The stages ...
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