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Common core state standards related to narrative writing.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.3 – Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details and well-structured event sequences.
ELA Standards: Writing
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.K.3 – Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.1.3 – Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide some sense of closure. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.3 – Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.3a – Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.3b – Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or show the response of characters to situations. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.3 – Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.3d – Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.3e – Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.3 – Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.3a – Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3 – Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3a – Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3b – Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3c – Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among experiences and events. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3d – Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and events. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3e – Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.3a – Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.3c – Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution).
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Stephanie johnson.
An all-time favorite of mine, since the pandemic. Thank you so much Ereading Worksheets and your hard-working team.
Loving this site. Especially the interesting non-fiction which is sure to engage my students while being accessible! So glad I found your site.
Mrs. Gibson
You should be teacher of the century because your worksheets are amazing and saves me time and energy. Thank you so very much.
Thank you so very much for your excellent resources!
Thank you for your awesome resources!
Carol Cross
I love this site for my students grades 5 thru 8. It has challenging, interesting work and it’s my “Go To” site for everything. Thanks for such a great website!
That means a lot to me. Thanks for taking the time to comment.
Alycia Cohen
I am a mother of a struggling 7th grader and 4th grader this website is absolutely amazing. They receive the extra enrichment they need.
This is a wonderful website. I’m a first year LA teacher, and even though we have covered some of this material already, I am going to use it for review & next years lesson plans. Thanks for the creative way to incorporate these lessons.
thank you so much for sharing your free material to teachers who desire to teach proper writing to students. We really appreciate this. You will be rewarded!! Susan
I already have been rewarded with awesome visitors like you, Susan. Thanks for taking the time to visit and comment.
I am excited to see that this site shares the basics and connects us to the required rigor in todays educational realm. The information covered on this site is what every teacher needs in his or her treasure chest of activities. Thank you for all the hard work you put into developing this site. Please keep it up.
Will do. Thank you for the kind words and for visiting the site.
Amal Hmedeh
I love u guys. I really do appreciate and cherish this piece of art.. Ur work is highly appreciated. Thanks a billion.
Who ever did these things–bravo to all of you!!!You just don’t know how much it saved teachers like me who are always preoccupied with so many things…I am forever grateful.
Evy Indrawati Siregar
Thank you for putting these materials on line. I enjoyed looking and adapting these materials for my own class. I would be very, very careful in referencing for it.
Thank you for saving this homeschooling Mom! This is treasure cove of information that is truly appreciated, thank you once again!
Evangelyn G.
THIS IS A VERY USEFUL SITE. THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR THE ORGANIZERS.
Hillary John
This is an extremely useful site. It covers so many areas of teaching Language Arts. I am really glad I found it
I’m glad too.
I LOVE this website! I teach special 7th grade special ed. and use this site OFTEN!
I’m so happy to hear it. Thank you for visiting.
Frank Darby
The resources here are wonderful! Keep it going…
Thank you. I’m working on it right now…
Thank you for all of these helpful resources!
Thank you so much. You made my life easy 🙂
Duraiya Rangwala
awesome website
This site is my “go to” site! it has everything I need and more! Thank you!
this is a great and helpful site! it help me a lot to improve my understanding of reading, writing as well as critical thinking.. this is amazing’ Thanks!
I’m so happy to hear it and you are most welcome.
This is a great site! thanks
Where have you guys been all my life? (hyperbole!) 🙂
You’ve given me a rope; I shall hang on to it! Many thanks 🙂
Shanna Rush
I LOVE THIS SITE!!! THANK YOU FOR THE RESOURCES IT IS A BIG HELP TO ME HAVING BEEN A MIDDLE SCHOOL HISTORY TEACHER FOR 7 YEARS, AND NOW AS A NEW TEACHER TO 5TH GRADE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND USING THE COMMON CORE STANDARDS.
Thank you for saying so. Best wishes.
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Have a language expert improve your writing
Run a free plagiarism check in 10 minutes, generate accurate citations for free.
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How to Write a Narrative Essay | Example & Tips
Published on July 24, 2020 by Jack Caulfield . Revised on July 23, 2023.
A narrative essay tells a story. In most cases, this is a story about a personal experience you had. This type of essay , along with the descriptive essay , allows you to get personal and creative, unlike most academic writing .
Instantly correct all language mistakes in your text
Be assured that you'll submit flawless writing. Upload your document to correct all your mistakes.

Table of contents
What is a narrative essay for, choosing a topic, interactive example of a narrative essay, other interesting articles, frequently asked questions about narrative essays.
When assigned a narrative essay, you might find yourself wondering: Why does my teacher want to hear this story? Topics for narrative essays can range from the important to the trivial. Usually the point is not so much the story itself, but the way you tell it.
A narrative essay is a way of testing your ability to tell a story in a clear and interesting way. You’re expected to think about where your story begins and ends, and how to convey it with eye-catching language and a satisfying pace.
These skills are quite different from those needed for formal academic writing. For instance, in a narrative essay the use of the first person (“I”) is encouraged, as is the use of figurative language, dialogue, and suspense.
Here's why students love Scribbr's proofreading services
Discover proofreading & editing
Narrative essay assignments vary widely in the amount of direction you’re given about your topic. You may be assigned quite a specific topic or choice of topics to work with.
	Write a story about your first day of school.
	Write a story about your favorite holiday destination.

You may also be given prompts that leave you a much wider choice of topic.
	Write about an experience where you learned something about yourself.
	Write about an achievement you are proud of. What did you accomplish, and how?

In these cases, you might have to think harder to decide what story you want to tell. The best kind of story for a narrative essay is one you can use to talk about a particular theme or lesson, or that takes a surprising turn somewhere along the way.
For example, a trip where everything went according to plan makes for a less interesting story than one where something unexpected happened that you then had to respond to. Choose an experience that might surprise the reader or teach them something.
Narrative essays in college applications
When applying for college , you might be asked to write a narrative essay that expresses something about your personal qualities.
For example, this application prompt from Common App requires you to respond with a narrative essay.
In this context, choose a story that is not only interesting but also expresses the qualities the prompt is looking for—here, resilience and the ability to learn from failure—and frame the story in a way that emphasizes these qualities.
An example of a short narrative essay, responding to the prompt “Write about an experience where you learned something about yourself,” is shown below.
Hover over different parts of the text to see how the structure works.
Since elementary school, I have always favored subjects like science and math over the humanities. My instinct was always to think of these subjects as more solid and serious than classes like English. If there was no right answer, I thought, why bother? But recently I had an experience that taught me my academic interests are more flexible than I had thought: I took my first philosophy class.
Before I entered the classroom, I was skeptical. I waited outside with the other students and wondered what exactly philosophy would involve—I really had no idea. I imagined something pretty abstract: long, stilted conversations pondering the meaning of life. But what I got was something quite different.
A young man in jeans, Mr. Jones—“but you can call me Rob”—was far from the white-haired, buttoned-up old man I had half-expected. And rather than pulling us into pedantic arguments about obscure philosophical points, Rob engaged us on our level. To talk free will, we looked at our own choices. To talk ethics, we looked at dilemmas we had faced ourselves. By the end of class, I’d discovered that questions with no right answer can turn out to be the most interesting ones.
The experience has taught me to look at things a little more “philosophically”—and not just because it was a philosophy class! I learned that if I let go of my preconceptions, I can actually get a lot out of subjects I was previously dismissive of. The class taught me—in more ways than one—to look at things with an open mind.
If you want to know more about AI tools , college essays , or fallacies make sure to check out some of our other articles with explanations and examples or go directly to our tools!
	Ad hominem fallacy
	Post hoc fallacy
	Appeal to authority fallacy
	False cause fallacy
	Sunk cost fallacy

College essays
	Choosing Essay Topic
	Write a College Essay
	Write a Diversity Essay
	College Essay Format & Structure
	Comparing and Contrasting in an Essay

 (AI) Tools
	Grammar Checker
	Paraphrasing Tool
	Text Summarizer
	AI Detector
	Plagiarism Checker
	Citation Generator

The only proofreading tool specialized in correcting academic writing - try for free!
The academic proofreading tool has been trained on 1000s of academic texts and by native English editors. Making it the most accurate and reliable proofreading tool for students.

Try for free
If you’re not given much guidance on what your narrative essay should be about, consider the context and scope of the assignment. What kind of story is relevant, interesting, and possible to tell within the word count?
The best kind of story for a narrative essay is one you can use to reflect on a particular theme or lesson, or that takes a surprising turn somewhere along the way.
Don’t worry too much if your topic seems unoriginal. The point of a narrative essay is how you tell the story and the point you make with it, not the subject of the story itself.
Narrative essays are usually assigned as writing exercises at high school or in university composition classes. They may also form part of a university application.
When you are prompted to tell a story about your own life or experiences, a narrative essay is usually the right response.
The key difference is that a narrative essay is designed to tell a complete story, while a descriptive essay is meant to convey an intense description of a particular place, object, or concept.
Narrative and descriptive essays both allow you to write more personally and creatively than other kinds of essays , and similar writing skills can apply to both.
Cite this Scribbr article
If you want to cite this source, you can copy and paste the citation or click the “Cite this Scribbr article” button to automatically add the citation to our free Citation Generator.
Caulfield, J. (2023, July 23). How to Write a Narrative Essay | Example & Tips. Scribbr. Retrieved February 18, 2024, from https://www.scribbr.com/academic-essay/narrative-essay/
Is this article helpful?

Jack Caulfield
Other students also liked, how to write an expository essay, how to write a descriptive essay | example & tips, how to write your personal statement | strategies & examples, what is your plagiarism score.
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	PDF Unit 2 Narrative Essays
the introduction The introduction of a narrative essay is the paragraph that begins your story. In the introduction, you describe the setting, introduce the characters, and prepare your audience for the action to come. Of course, the introduction should have a hook and a thesis. The Narrative Hook




	PDF Personal Narrative Writing Assignment
Personal Narrative Writing Assignment Personal Narratives allow you to share your life with others and vicariously experience the things that happen around you. Your job as a writer is to put the reader in the midst of the action letting him or her live through an experience.




	Narrative Essay Worksheets & Writing Assignments
Narrative Essay Worksheets & Writing Assignments Don't Tell, Show Activity: Beginning writers are more likely to tell readers how a character is feeling, rather than showing them. This writing worksheet gives students practice with showing and not telling.




	PDF Personal Narrative Essays
This handout will help you begin your personal narrative essay assignment with key points and questions to prompt story development. What is a personal narrative essay? A personal narrative essay is a story you choose to share with readers, for it communicates your understanding of yourself, others, and/or society.




	PDF Grades 6th-8th
Writing a Narrative 5-step Plan (This 5 step plan will take from 3-5 days) * Approx. 15-30 minutes per step Step 1: Read your writing prompt (assignment) and plan it out by organizing your thoughts and ideas. * Read the prompt at least twice. Underline key words in the prompt.




	Narrative Writing: Personal Narrative Unit Introduction
Students understand that as writers they will: • Explore topics and ideas they find meaningful (prewriting) • Compose a first draft (drafting) • Extend and rework selected writing (revising) • Edit and proofread their work (editing) Grade 4 Writing Personal Narrative PN - 3 DRAFT - August 2009 PORTLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS




	How to Write a Narrative Essay
Knowledge Base Essay How to write a narrative essay | Example & tips How to Write a Narrative Essay | Example & Tips Published on July 24, 2020 by Jack Caulfield . Revised on July 23, 2023. A narrative essay tells a story. In most cases, this is a story about a personal experience you had.




	PDF Rubric for a Narrative Writing Piece
Narrative structure is noticeable, but the reader may have to infer it-sequence of episodes moves logically through time with some gaps. Some appropriate paragraphing. Evidence of coherence may depend on sequence. If present, transitions may be simplistic or even redundant. Structure is attempted, but reader may still have to infer.




	PDF UNIT 1
Read the assignment for Embedded Assessment 1: Writing a Personal Narrative. Your assignment is to write a personal narrative that includes a well-told incident, a response to the incident, and a reflection about the significance of the incident. In your own words, paraphrase the assignment and then summarize what you




	PDF WRITING A PERSONAL NARRATIVE
Step 1: Summarize what happened. If you have a hard time restating the experience in a sentence or two, then it is probably too complicated for this paper. Step 2: Map out what happened. Make sure you can recall the events clearly and in are big gaps in your narrative, your readers will have trouble following you. order. If there




	PDF Lesson Plan: Practice writing dialog for a narrative assignment
Narrative is a basic form of composition that is used to develop longer, more complicated writing assignments than a story. Narratives are used in reports, analyses, and persuasive arguments to name a few. Writing an effective narrative requires editing skills to limit setting and character in order to develop a coherent plot.




	Narrative Writing: A Complete Guide for Teachers and Students
A narrative can spark emotion, encourage reflection, and convey meaning when done well. Narratives are a popular genre for students and teachers as they allow the writer to share their imagination, creativity, skill, and understanding of nearly all elements of writing. We occasionally refer to a narrative as 'creative writing' or story writing.




	PDF Narrative Writing Activities83
82 7 Narrative Writing Activities N arrative writing serves an "informing" function, reporting events that happened or telling stories. Two skills involved in this kind of communication are the placement of events in an appropriate sequence and the selection of details to include in the story.




	PDF Elements of a Personal Narrative
Mr. Gunnar AP English Language and Composition Assignment: You will write a narrative essay illustrating a pivotal event in your life. Before you begin: Read Lopate: "Writing Personal Essays: On the Necessity of Turning Oneself Into a Character": HO Elements of a Personal Narrative The more of each element a narrative essay addresses, the more likely that narrative essay will be




	Unit 5 Narrative Paragraphs
Learning Objectives. To understand and practice narrative paragraphs with a focus on the use of time transitions, past tenses, descriptive vocabulary, and specific supporting details. To study narrative paragraphs through analyzing multiple models. To apply the writing process to plan and write narrative paragraphs.




	PDF 05 Assignment 01: The Narrative Essay
composition, you are writing in order to practice writing. Thus, when you write the narrative essay, do so with a specific real-world context in mind. Basic Assignment Requirements The Narrative essay must meet the following format guidelines: • Be in MLA Manuscript Format o Have 1 inch top, bottom, right and left margins;




	PDF Writing Assessment and Evaluation Rubrics
• Writing Process in Action assignments can be evaluated by using the general rubrics, the writing mode-specific rubrics, or the analytic rubrics designed specifically for the assignment.




	PDF Narrative Writing Assignment
2. Coen's Seizure: The Traumatic Edge of Beginnings & Potential Ends. Working Thesis Statement: This story exemplifies the traumatic edge between life and death and those perceived beginnings and potential ends. *Remember: A "working" thesis statement is just a practice run. You should develop the thesis as you write.




	A Step-by-Step Plan for Teaching Narrative Writing
Step 4: Read Models. Once the parameters of the assignment have been explained, have students read at least one model story, a mentor text that exemplifies the qualities you're looking for. This should be a story on a topic your students can kind of relate to, something they could see themselves writing.




	PDF WRITING ORGANIZER
- Procedure Purpose: - Tells what will be made or done. May include a brief description of the product. Requirements: - List of what is needed. List may include: - Ingredients -Utensils -Materials -Tools Steps: -In order of what needs to be done -Include diagrams or pictures if needed Steps usually start with an action verb.




	PDF Writing Assessment and Evaluation Rubrics
Guide to Writing Assignments and Corresponding Rubrics Writer's Choice Assignments Rubrics Writer 's Choice Assignments Rubrics p. 11 Write About a Personal Episode 10, 14, 17




	PDF Vantage Learning 4-Point Narrative Writing Rubric
Involves the readers by constructing a narrative1 that focuses on one or several themes and/or central ideas. Completes most parts of the task. Proficiently develops real or imagined experiences. Creates a clear picture for readers by adequately using narrative techniques and descriptive details.




	PDF DIALOGUE RULES, WORKSHEET, AND WRITING ASSIGNMENT RULE #1: A direct
What is dialogue? It is conversation between characters in a story and is very important to add interest to the piece and to move the plot forward. There are some rules to dialogue, however, that you want to make sure you know. Dialogue Rules RULE #1: A direct quotation begins with a capital letter.
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